Southcoast Health urges
residents to participate 1in
first ever Community Health
Survey

In an effort to better understand how the environment in which
people live, work, play and age shapes overall heath, and as
part of the organization’s unwavering commitment to the
patients and communities they serve, Southcoast Health has
launched an online community health survey to run during the
month of August.

The short survey, which does not collect any personal
information, examines challenges in the South Coast community
associated with housing, food security, substance abuse,
mental health, transportation and more. The information
gathered will be analyzed by the UMass Dartmouth Center for
Public Policy, one of the many community collaborations
through which Southcoast ensures world-class healthcare for
local residents, and will become part of the 2019 Southcoast
Health Community Needs Assessment.

“Our community members are the leading experts on the day to
day of life in the South Coast region.” said Rachel Davis,
Director of the Southcoast Health Community Benefits Program.
“That’s why it is so important for everyone to participate in
this survey and have their voice heard. Southcoast Health is
about much more than healthcare — it'’s about community care,
and the results of the survey will help us to identify
solutions to these challenges for residents and for the
region.”

The Southcoast Health Needs Assessment is used widely across
the community to plan programs and services that meet the
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region’s most pressing needs while identifying their root
causes. To support these efforts, Southcoast proudly
collaborates with local health providers, human services
agencies, advocacy groups and others that are also dedicated
to progress in the community.

“There is increasing evidence that the health of neighborhoods
and communities 1is strongly related to personal health and
wellbeing,” said Davis. “We want the broadest possible
representation so together we can make the best possible
decisions for future investment in our community.”

To participate in Southcoast’s 2019 Community Health Survey,
please visit www.southcoast.org/southcoastcares.

About Southcoast Health

Southcoast Health is a not-for-profit, charitable organization
and the largest provider of primary and specialty care in the
region, serving communities in Rhode Island and across
Southeastern Massachusetts. Southcoast Health was named to
Newsweek’s World’s Best Hospitals 2019 inaugural list. Out of
the 2,743 considered hospitals in the US, only 250 earned this
recognition. Southcoast Hospitals Group ranked 162.

With a network of more than 600 physicians, hospitalists and
mid-level practitioners, Southcoast Health is comprised of
three acute care hospitals — Charlton Memorial Hospital in
Fall River, St. Luke’s Hospital in New Bedford, and Tobey
Hospital in Wareham, and also provides behavioral health
services in partnership with Acadia at Southcoast Behavioral
Health in Dartmouth. Southcoast Health’s seven Urgent Care
Centers, two Centers for Cancer Care, visiting nurse
association and numerous additional ambulatory facilities
offer convenience and access to services for more than 724,000
residents in 33 communities covering over 900 square miles in
Southeastern Massachusetts and Rhode Island. With more than



7,500 employees, Southcoast Health is the largest employer in
Southeastern Mass., and the 18th largest employer in the
Commonwealth according to the Boston Business Journal.

Southcoast Health is proud of our mission of providing high
quality affordable healthcare to our patients and proud of our
tradition of eliminating the barriers that prevent access to
care. More information 1s available online at
www.southcoast.org. Connect to Southcoast Health through
social media on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn.
Southcoast® 1is a registered trademark of Southcoast Health
System.



