OPINION: Downtown New Bedford
1s not only unsafe for our
family but, 1it’'s dirty, loud
and disgusting

“Today we wanted to just grab a quick bite [to eat], find a
shaded area, and enjoy the beautiful day in downtown New
Bedford. That wasn’t possible.

I'd like to start off by saying we love our downtown and hang
out there often. Today I was beyond disappointed.

We walked to three different locations and not one of them was
anywhere I'd sit with my children and feel safe. At one point
we walked on a sidewalk that we can tell someone had peed on
against the wall, it was fresh. DISGUSTING.

We often sit by wings court, we’ve taken photos here and just
enjoyed the art. Today that wasn’t possible. It was dirty,
loud and there were people (homeless) loudly cursing.

At this point, we walked over to Custom House Square. This was
even worse. Dirty beyond belief. There were dirty disposable
masks EVERYWHERE. Cups and napkins thrown on the floor and
grass 77

The number of homeless people laying on the sidewalk and grass
was unreal. There was a woman half-naked. Yes, you read that
correctly. She was lying in the grass with her shirt pulled up
and cupping her breasts with her hands. My kids were
terrified.

Needless to say, we couldn’t sit and just enjoy a meal.

I'm sharing this because I know we can do better. The city of
New Bedford, Massachusetts needs to do better. Tag anyone
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you’'ll think will be of any help to this post. #newbedford
#cityofnewbedford #newbedfordma #downtownnewbedford
#MayorJonMitchell”-Vera Carvalho.

Photo by Vera Carvalho.



