
‘Save  Your  Ocean  Explorium,
Build  Your  Future’  Campaign
Challenge

Community-wide Fundraiser for Ocean Explorium

The  Ocean  Explorium  is  kicking  off  a  community-wide
fundraising campaign to ‘Save Your Ocean Explorium, Build Your
Future’. According to Executive Director Abbey Spargo, “An
anonymous donor has issued the Ocean Explorium a challenge
match of $50,000 if the Ocean Explorium can raise $100,000 by
July 1.”

Ms.  Spargo  added  that  “The  Ocean  Explorium  has  become  a
valuable  asset  for  the  SouthCoast  region,  providing
educational programs for learners of all ages. We are proud of
what we have achieved in the past five years and we intend to
build on that foundation. We are aggressively pursuing grant
funds and other sources of revenue, and now we must ask our
friends, our members, and the community at large for their
support. Gifts received before July 1 will count toward the
match and bring us closer to our fundraising goal.”

In  order  to  meet  the  challenge  match  deadline,  the  Ocean
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Explorium will be communicating its message often and through
various  mechanisms.  “Our  message  will  highlight  the  Ocean
Explorium’s impact on the region, what the Ocean Explorium
means to each SouthCoast resident, and how the Ocean Explorium
builds your future.”

“It is not enough to raise the funds previously provided by
the University” said Ms. Spargo. “The Ocean Explorium needs to
do more in order to grow and to continue offering cutting edge
educational  opportunities  for  students,  families,  teachers,
and the public across the SouthCoast.”

Ms. Spargo continued: “As we roll out the ‘Save Your Ocean
Explorium, Build Your Future’ campaign, we will be asking for
the generous support of our friends, our members, and the
community,  who  recognize  the  value  of  our  educational
offerings and the impacts we have on individuals of every age,
on students and teachers, families, and on the region. The
Ocean Explorium has an ambitious vision: to become the center
for  informal  education  in  the  STEM  fields  of  science,
technology, engineering and mathematics, through engaging live
exhibits, emerging technologies, interactive experiences and
strategic partnerships.”

Maureen  Sylvia  Armstrong,  President  of  Sylvia  and  Company
Insurance  Agency  and  a  founding  member  of  the  Board  of
Trustees, shares Ms. Spargo’s confidence but cautions that,
unless  significant  funds  are  raised,  the  Ocean  Explorium
cannot remain open. “We worked so hard to open and to expand
our exhibits; we built a reputation for excellence and earned
recognition as an educational resource, for the SouthCoast and
beyond. The Ocean Explorium has successfully pursued funding
from some of the strongest foundations and federal agencies.
It is too important to fail. It cannot be allowed to simply
fade away. Donate today and ‘Save Your Ocean Explorium, Build
Your Future’ “.


