
Massachusetts  sees  nearly
1,000 new COVID-19 cases on
Thursday
State House News Service

The Department of Public Health reported more new COVID-19
cases Thursday than it has in months — 986 new cases of the
highly-contagious  virus  that  has  been  spreading  largely
uncontrolled for months. DPH also reported the recent COVID-19
deaths of 30 people.

Since the virus was first confirmed in Massachusetts on Feb.
1, 143,927 people have been infected and 9,810 people have
died.  All  four  of  the  main  metrics  that  the  Baker
administration says it watches to make public health decisions
are trending in the wrong direction. The seven-day average of
the positive test rate ticked up to 1.4 percent, up more than
75 percent in the last month. The three-day average number of
people with COVID-19 in Massachusetts hospitals stands at 519,
up more than 40 percent in the last month.

Four  hospitals  are  using  surge  capacity,  up  from  zero  as
recently as earlier this week. And the three-day average of
the number of COVID-19 deaths is up 60 percent from earlier
this month. Despite that, DPH reported Thursday that it sees a
“positive trend” on the positive test rate, the number of
patients  with  COVID-19  in  hospitals,  the  state’s  testing
capacity and its contact tracing capabilities. The number of
people who have died of COVID-19 and the health care system’s
readiness  are  assessed  as  “in  progress”  in  DPH’s  latest
update.
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