City Councillor Jane
Gonsalves Will Not Seek Re-
election

Ward Five City Councillor Jane Gonsalves
will not seek re-election after holding the
position for close to 20 years. Councillor
Gonsalves said it was a difficult decision
but the right one for her and for her Ward.

“I love New Bedford, I love Ward Five and I love the job, but
commuting to Boston for my full-time job, coupled with the
ever increasing demands of being a City Councillor, simply
makes it difficult to be highly efficient in both places at
the same time,” said Gonsalves.

Gonsalves believes her outstanding service to her constituents
is why she is the longest serving Ward Councillor in the
City’s history. She said she believes that the Ward Five
residents are some of the most politically active in the City
and they pay close attention to local issues.

“Ward Five residents care about their community and their
neighborhoods; they are very engaged in the government process
and I could not have asked for a greater honor than serving
them for so many years,” Gonsalves said.

Gonsalves was first elected in 1993 and has been challenged in
every election since. She is one of very few females to ever
serve as City Council President, and the only woman to serve
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as President twice. Ward Five voters have always returned her
to the seat in spite of some well-known and well-financed
opponents.

Gonsalves has been a powerful voice on the City Council over
the years, especially when it comes to protecting the rights
of women and fighting for historic preservation. Gonsalves 1is
also very proud of her work as Finance Committee Chair, always
taking a balanced fiscal approach to provide the best services
to residents while holding the line on taxes.

“As a City Councillor, digging down deep into the budget and
finances is work not always rewarded; but it is work that must
be done week in and week out.”

I am very proud that I took on the tough work and not just the
work that got great headlines,” she stated.

Gonsalves looks forward to spending more time with her family
and friends but will always remain active in the political and
government process.

“I feel very fortunate and I am thankful for this experience;
to have been involved with so many important issues; to meet
so many great people; to have so many loyal supporters; and to
have made lifelong friends.”



