
Faces Of New Bedford – #48:
Ryan Tavares
Meet  Ryan  Tavares,  28-year-old  scallop
fisherman.

He grew up in the North End of New Bedford in the Lord Phillip
housing development. Living in a small 2-bedroom apartment
with his brother and mom, he understands the struggle that
most people go through in our city. During his teenage years,
he met the girl who would become his wife and she helped him
stay out of the trouble going on around in his environment.

After graduating from New Bedford Voc-Tech he worked between a
few construction jobs, not finding enjoyment in his work. It
was  around  the  age  of  20  where  he  became  interested  in
fishing, as his girlfriend’s father was a scallop fisherman.
He started off working for little to no money, cleaning the
boats and helping them with gear work, before they asked him
to come on as a full-time fisherman.

It wasn’t too long before he had become passionate about his
career path. With New Bedford being the number one fishing
port in the world, we lose sight of the hard work and economic
growth the industry brings into our city. Rather than focusing
on the negative atmosphere that surrounds it, Ryan started a
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fishing focused clothing company, Slave of the Sea.

The ideology behind it is simple, as it represents the guys
who don’t have the option to turn down the next trip out
because their family depend on them fishing. In a sense they
become “Slaves to the Sea” which can be a dual edged sword, a
love/hate  relationship.  He  has  seen  some  decent  success,
selling several runs of gear at local boat supply shops and
even selling at supply stores in Cape May, New Jersey.

His passion for New Bedford and seeing others succeed and
understand the potential they have is an obvious thing. He is
currently working with a local barber and friend to open a
barbershop in downtown New Bedford, The New Bedford Barber
Company. Their hope is to open a barbershop with a classy feel
and a place for local artists and brands to get their feet off
the ground, offering retail space and walls to hang art.

“You are not a product of your environment, you are a product
of how you perceive your environment. If you grow up with
everyone doing the wrong thing, you don’t have to follow suit
but have the decision to make your own decisions.”

_________________________________________________________

Faces of New Bedford is a project by Colton Simmons. If you
are interested in booking a shoot or getting prints from the
series email all inquiries to colton@coltonsimmons.com
Follow  Colton  on  Instagram:
https://instagram.com/simmonscolton
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