New Bedford Police Department
releases strategic plan
At a press conference at City Hall, Mayor Jon Mitchell and
Police Chief Joseph Cordeiro announced the findings of a
strategic plan and organizational assessment of the New
Bedford Police Department, which was submitted to the
Department this month.
Last year, Mayor Jon Mitchell announced that the Police
Department would undergo a strategic planning exercise. He
underscored the review of the Department in his State of the
City address at New Bedford High School in March 2018. “We’re
undertaking a thorough and candid self-assessment because we
want our department go from good to great,” Mayor Mitchell
said in his address, noting that the last strategic plan for
the Police Department had occurred more than 20 years ago, and
as a result of a lawsuit. The new plan, sought proactively by
the Department, was completed by Public Safety Strategies
Group, LLC, a firm led by public safety management expert and
former police officer Kym Craven.
The current assessment and strategic plan was a proactive
exercise to seek recommendations on strengthening operations
of the Department. It provides third-party, public safety
management recommendations that would bring the New Bedford
Police Department fully in line with 21st century policing
practices.
To compile the data in the report and complete its assessment,
Public Safety Strategies Group’s team conducted four separate
site visits, each several days long, and conducted interviews
with police department employees, municipal department heads,
stakeholder agencies, community organizations, and members of
the community. The team met with interview participants that

they selected, as well as some suggested by the Department.
The review includes findings on organizational structure and
culture, goals and performance measures, facilities and
operations, equipment, communications, the Department’s
various units and divisions, and finances.
Among the recommendations, the report suggests that the Police
Department:
– Consider reorganizing the narcotics and gang units under the
purview of Criminal Investigations.
– Allow for the chief to appoint command staff.
– Continue to expand mobile cameras to address crime and
monitor critical events.
– Secure new mapping software.
– Create a funding plan for cruiser replacement for the
Department’s vehicle fleet.
– Evaluate facilities and determine the best location(s) for
modern police facilities.
– Secure funding to increase the training budget.
– Civilianizing certain positions, including the management
information systems position.
– Consider automated recordkeeping to ensure accountability
and address the time-consuming nature of manual recordkeeping.
– Continue to evaluate its opioid task force and deployment of
mental health professionals in diversion programs.
“This assessment is useful for a police department that is
always striving to operate effectively and innovatively,” said
Mayor Jon Mitchell. “A strategic plan will inform the critical
operational, financial and facilities decisions with which the
New Bedford Police Department is faced, and it will help the
department fulfill its mission of continuous improvement,
capitalizing on its strengths and addressing areas that need
restructuring.”
“The recommendations will serve as a guideline for the Police

Department moving forward,” said Chief Joseph Cordeiro. “There
are helpful suggestions and areas of improvement, as well as
acknowledgements of the department’s progress in key areas,
such as our leadership on the opioid crisis and our successful
use of cameras in targeted ways. We are grateful to Public
Safety Strategies Group for its comprehensive look at every
level of the Department, and its assessment of our
operations.”

Pad Thai and Yellow Curry at
The 9th Monarch in Dartmouth
Who loves Thai food? Here’s a look at the Chicken Pad That and
Yellow Curry at The 9th Monarch at 634 State Road in
Dartmouth.
Pad Thai – The most famous Thai noodle dish, stir-fried with
roasted ground peanuts, bean sprouts, egg, tofu, and scallion.
Shown with Chicken.
Yellow Curry – mild yellow curry and coconut milk with
pineapple chunks, peppers, onions, tomatoes, and squashes.
Shown with chicken.

Election day at Alma del Mar

Charter School in New Bedford
It was election day last Tuesday! Alma del Mar Charter School
held their election for governor – here’s a look at the kids
voting.

Coast Guard medevacs sick
fisherman from New Bedford
fishing vessel
A Coast Guard Air Station Cape Cod helicopter crew medevaced a
sick 54-year-old man from the 87-foot fishing boat Generation
Sunday night 42 miles off Nantucket.
The captain of the Generation contacted the Coast Guard at
approximately 5:20 p.m. and requested assistance for his sick
crew member.
An MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter crew arrived on scene and hoisted
the patient to the helicopter.
The aircrew flew the man to Massachusetts General Hospital for
further care.
The patient was reported to be in stable condition at the time
of the transfer.

The Donut Factory in New
bedford – Behind the Scenes
It takes a lot of hard work to make delicious donuts! Here’s a
look at what it takes to bring you the amazing sugar glazed
donuts at The Donut Factory on 102 Rockdale Ave.

SeaStreak
passing
a
Bedford fishing boat

New

The New Bedford based SeaStreak passing a fishing vessel
heading out to sea.

Passing
through
the
Fairhaven/New
Bedford
Hurricane Barrier
Here’s a close up look of the hurricane barrier as the
SeaStreak slowly passes through.

Rosemary Heath on donating
her kidney to a stranger
Live interview with the amazing Rosemary Heath, wife of local
hero George Heath, who was killed attempted to stop a man from
stabbing a pregnant waitress at Bertucci’s in Taunton.
Rosemary is donating one of her kidneys and will provide us an
update on where she is on the process. She will also discuss
the unauthorized use of her husband’s name on a monument,
details on getting Rob Gronkowski to sign George’s Gronk
jersey and much more.

Spotlight: The Donut Factory
in New Bedford
Bacon on top of a donut? Here’s a look at some of the amazing
donuts made right here in New Bedford at The Donut Factory on
102 Rockdale Ave.

New Bedford Fire Department
now carrying EpiPens
New Bedford Fire Department firefighters are now carrying
EpiPens to assist with reviving victims suffering from
anaphylactic shock or severe allergic reactions.

