
Joe  Biden  Upsets  Elizabeth
Warren in 2020 Massachusetts
Primary Battle
Riding a new surge of support after his blowout South Carolina
victory over the weekend, Joe Biden has stunned Elizabeth
Warren on her home turf where she will have to settle for a
distant third. Bernie Sanders, who held a rally in the state
over the weekend and had pulled ahead in a recent poll will
finish a solid second place. In the last three days several
candidates withdrew from the race and endorsed Biden which has
vaulted him as the main moderate left in the race.

Questions will circle the Warren camp as she evaluates her
path after this evening. With 86% of the vote counted as of
the publishing of this article its likely that turnout will
exceed the 2016 numbers on the Democratic side. Incumbent
Donald Trump won the Republican primary with 87% of the vote
over former Governor William Weld.

Candidate Votes Counted as of 1:00 a.m. 86% Reporting

Biden 401,346
Sanders 320,064
Warren 246,309
Bloomberg 140,761
Buttigieg 32,107
Klobuchar 14,216
Gabbard 9,117
Steyer 5,834
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Attleboro  Market  Basket
Assault  During  Shoplift
Attempt  Results  in  Prison
Time
A  43-year-old  Pawtucket,  RI  man  who  attempted  to  stab  a
grocery store employee after being caught attempting to steal
items from the store about two years ago in Attleboro has been
sentenced to serve three years in state prison, Bristol County
District Attorney Thomas M. Quinn III announced.

Phillip  Coulombe  pleaded  guilty  last  week  in  Fall  River
Superior Court to indictments charging him with two counts of
assault with a dangerous weapon.

On January 15, 2018, a store security supervisor at the Market
Basket  in  Attleboro  observed  the  defendant  playing
“Supermarket Sweep” in the aisles of the store. The defendant
was running through the aisles and throwing various items into
his shopping cart without looking. The security supervisor
called up to another employee and asked the other employee to
point the store’s surveillance cameras at the defendant.

The  security  supervisor,  believing  that  the  defendant  was
going to run for the parking lot with his carriage of items,
waited for the defendant outside the doors to the store. Once
the  defendant  came  through  the  exit  doors,  the  security
supervisor stopped him and brought him to an upstairs office
with the other employee.

While the two employees were speaking with the defendant, a
third employee mentioned contacting police. As soon as the
third  employee  mentioned  the  police,  the  defendant  became
extremely agitated and attempted to flee from the store. A
brief struggle ensued, at which time the defendant brandished
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a knife and made stabbing motions at the employees. Once they
noticed the knife in the defendant’s hand, the two employees
backed off and the defendant fled.

The defendant, who had left his driver’s license behind at the
grocery store was eventually apprehended in Rhode Island on
February 8, 2018.

The case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney William
Flynn and the three-year state prison term was imposed by
Judge Raffi Yessayan.

The  defendant  has  an  extensive  criminal  history  involving
larcenies and has served committed jail or prison time on
multiple occasions for assaults and larcenies.

“This  is  a  career  criminal  who  pulled  a  knife  on  store
personnel, who were trying to subdue him. He simply cannot
obey the law and needed to be locked up,” District Attorney
Quinn said.

New Bedford Health Department
provides information on 2019
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)
The  New  Bedford  Health  Department  has  posted  helpful
information  on  its  website  regarding  the  2019  Novel
Coronavirus, or COVID-19. The page is available on the City’s
home  page,  www.newbedford-ma.gov,  or  on  the  Health
Department’s page on the City website, under ‘News.’ The page
will continue to be updated and the City and Health Department
will provide more information to share any updates with the
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public.

Information  and  important  links,  including  to  the  federal
Center for Disease Control and Massachusetts Department of
Public Health websites regarding the virus, are available on
the City’s page. Information on the 2019 Novel Coronavirus is
available  online  at
hwww.newbedford-ma.gov/health-department/coronavirus/.

Recently, the 2019 Novel Coronavirus, first detected in China,
began spreading to other parts of the world. This virus causes
a disease called COVID-19, which can lead to fever, cough and
shortness of breath. There are now thousands of confirmed
cases internationally, and the virus has begun to spread in
the  U.S.,  including  a  confirmed  case  of  the  virus  in
Massachusetts.

Anyone experiencing symptoms listed below, and has traveled to
areas of concern, or has been in contact with someone who has
traveled  to  these  areas,  should  contact  their  healthcare
provider before seeking treatment in person.

This situation will continue to be updated, including on this
site and the Center for Disease Control’s website regarding
the  2019  Coronavirus,  which  is  regularly  updated.  The
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  website  also
includes information about the virus.

Prevention

The  New  Bedford  Health  Department  recommends  to  following
steps to prevent the spread of the virus, as well as other
viruses:

• Wash your hands often, using soap and warm water, for at
least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer (at
least 60% alcohol) if soap and water are not available.
•  Avoid  touching  your  face,  eyes,  nose,  and  mouth  with
unwashed hands.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/locations-confirmed-cases.html


• Avoid contact with people who are sick.
• If you are feeling sick, stay home.
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, and then throw the
tissue in the trash. Cough or sneeze into your sleeve rather
than into your hands.
• Clean and disinfect touched objects and surfaces frequently.

Symptoms

The 2019 Novel Coronavirus is a respiratory virus that may
cause mild to severe respiratory symptoms including:

• Cough
• Fever
• Trouble breathing/shortness of breath
• Pneumonia (fluid in the lungs) in severe cases

Call  ahead  to  a  healthcare  provider  if  you  develop  these
symptoms and have been in close contact with a person known to
have COVID-19, or if you live in or have recently traveled to
an  area  with  an  ongoing  spread  of  the  virus.  Tell  your
healthcare provider about your recent travel and/or contact
with those who may been traveling over the past 2-14 days.

For recent international travelers to areas of concern:

If you traveled recently to areas of concern and have symptoms
including fever, cough, or trouble breathing:

• Seek medical care right away. Call your healthcare provide
first to tell them about your travel and symptoms.
• Avoid contact with others. Stay home, except to seek medical
care.
• Avoid further travel.
• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or
sneezing, and throw the tissue in the trash.
• Practice good coughing etiquette. Cough or sneeze into your
sleeve, tissue and/or handkerchief and not your hands.
• Wash your hands often with soap and warm water for at least



20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer (at least 60%
alcohol) if soap and water are unavailable.

Important Links

• Center for Disease Control COVID-19 Information
•  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  COVID-19
Information
• COVID-19 Facts

Gas Tax, Toll Changes Among
Massachusetts  Transportation
Tax Bill Amendments
By Chris Lisinski, State House News Service

State representatives are seeking a significant overhaul of
Democratic  leadership’s  landmark  transportation-related  tax
and spending package that the House will debate this week.

In dozens of amendments, rank-and-file Democrats called for
expanding the gasoline and diesel tax increases proposed by
leaders,  expanding  road  tolls  to  the  state’s  borders  and
funding free public transportation. Republicans will seek to
scrap tax hikes or at least sunset them once a potential
income surtax takes effect.

The House will begin the process by taking up a multi-pronged
tax bill (H 4508) on Wednesday. The legislation, unveiled by
House Speaker Robert DeLeo and his top deputies last week,
seeks to raise $522 million to $612 million per year through a
5-cent gasoline tax increase, a 9-cent diesel tax increase, a
tiered increase to the corporate minimum excise tax, higher
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fees on ride-hailing services, and application of the state
sales tax to vehicle purchases by rental car companies.

One amendment, filed by Brookline Democrat Rep. Tommy Vitolo
and backed by the coalition Transportation for Massachusetts,
would  supplement  the  proposed  fuel  tax  increases  with
additional  future  hikes.

Under Vitolo’s amendment, both the gas tax and diesel tax
would each increase another 5 cents in 2022 and a third five-
cente increase in 2024 until they reach 39 cents per gallon
and 43 cents per gallon, respectively. The amendment also
increases the Earned Income Tax Credit to offset the impact of
gas tax increases on low-income workers.

Other amendments would subject Suffolk and Middlesex Counties
to a “higher tier” — without specifying numbers — of gas
taxes, or would allow cities and towns to impose an additional
3-cent excise tax on fuel sales to retail dealers.

Republican lawmakers are poised to challenge the tax hikes
sought  by  the  Democrats  who  wield  a  supermajority.  Gov.
Charlie Baker has threatened to veto a gas tax increase in the
past, and last week outlined his opposition to that proposal
and the corporate minimum increase.

House Minority Leader Brad Jones filed amendments lessening
the ride-hailing fee increases on shared and non-luxury trips
and repealing the rental car sales tax application, while Rep.
Elizabeth  Poirier  will  seek  elimination  of  the  corporate
minimum tax expansion.

Jones criticized Democrats for pushing tax increases now while
also  continuing  their  pursuit  of  a  4-percent  surtax  on
household  income  above  $1  million.  Supporters  say  the
proposal, which needs approval from both branches in the next
lawmaking session before it can go before voters as early as
2022, could raise up to $2 billion per year for education and
transportation.



Under an amendment Jones filed to the transportation revenue
bill, the corporate, fuel, and rental car taxes — together
accounting for about $400 million in revenue — would all be
repealed if the so-called “millionaires tax” is implemented.

“(The bill) has got to be considered in the context of: we’re
going to raise taxes, we have the largest rainy day fund we’ve
ever had, we just had a $1 billion surplus last year, they’re
pushing a $2 billion tax increase — what are they doing this
for?” Jones told the News Service last week.

Some lawmakers hope to see the bill take a clearer approach to
how the roughly half-billion dollars in new revenue is spent.
Democratic leaders proposed two $27 million dedicated streams,
one going to the MBTA and the other split between the state’s
15 regional transit authorities, but plan to use the bulk of
the new funding during annual budget cycles or to backstop
borrowing.

At least three different representatives filed proposals to
lower  or  eliminate  public  transit  fares,  an  idea  Senate
President Karen Spilka has also targeted.

A Rep. David LeBoeuf amendment would earmark one cent of the
diesel tax to cover the cost of fare-free regional transit
authorities, while a Rep. Joan Meschino amendment would use
one cent from the gas tax to fund free MBTA buses and another
cent for free RTAs.

Rep. Tami Gouveia, an Acton Democrat and a member of the
Legislature’s  progressive  caucus,  called  for  eliminating  a
sales tax discount for automobile trade-ins. Her office said
the proposal could raise more than $120 million per year,
which would be used to offer free, reduced and discounted
fares  on  public  transit  across  the  state  with  focus  on
environmental justice and low-income communities.

Transportation  for  Massachusetts  Executive  Director  Chris
Dempsey said the gas tax has increased at a significantly



slower  rate  than  MBTA  and  RTA  fares  over  the  past  three
decades, pushing more commuters into single-vehicle trips.

“The message we’ve been sending people is to drive more and
take transit less,” Dempsey, whose group endorsed Gouveia’s
amendment, said. “Free fares on the RTAs, which are relatively
cheap as a policy at roughly $30 million, sends the opposite
message that we want people to take transit more.”

The House bill calls for a study of expanded roadway tolling
and  so-called  “congestion  pricing,”  where  prices  vary  to
incentivize  off-peak  travel,  but  some  members  want  to  go
further.

One amendment from Rep. Alice Peisch would establish tolls on
all  “Boston  metropolitan  area  roadways  and  all  interstate
highways” with a plan for congestion pricing, and another from
Rep. Carol Dykema would seek tolls on interstate highways at
Massachusetts borders.

Peisch, of Wellesley, and Dykema, of Holliston, both represent
constituents  who  regularly  pay  tolls  for  using  the
Massachusetts  Turnpike.

Dempsey also said one of his top priorities is to see the
House  adopt  a  Rep.  Michelle  Ciccolo  amendment  eliminating
language in the base bill that would scale back the gas tax
increase  if  and  when  the  multi-state  Transportation  and
Climate Initiative goes into effect and raises gas prices.

“TCI has the potential to be transformational,” Dempsey said.
“We don’t want to see that potential diminished by a proposal
that would net out that revenue and not leave us with more to
invest in cleaner transportation.”

Leadership expects to tackle the revenue bill Wednesday and
then take up a $14.5 billion transportation bond bill (H 4506)
— which trimmed $3.5 billion off the borrowing amount Gov.
Charlie Baker sought in his version — on Thursday.



With 82 amendments filed on the revenue bill and 467 on the
bond  bill,  the  schedule  is  subject  to  change.  Democratic
leadership informed members to be prepared for a possible
formal session on Friday if debate stretches to a third day.

The vast majority of amendments on the bond bill seek earmarks
for local transportation projects, although some seek further
increases  in  Chapter  90  funding  for  road  and  bridge
maintenance  or  expansion  of  the  MBTA  oversight  board.

Massachusetts  State  Troopers
capture suspect who ran down
court officers
Troopers from the Massachusetts State Police Violent Fugitive
Apprehension Section (MSP VFAS), after working throughout the
night, this morning located and apprehended a Connecticut man
who  ran  down  two  judicial  marshals  after  fleeing  from  a
Manchester, Ct., courthouse yesterday.

The MSP VFAS Troopers captured JOSE A. LOPEZ, 42, in a room at
the Motel 6 on Johnny Cake Hollow Road in Chicopee, Mass. MSP
VFAS Troopers made the arrest at approximately 5:20 a.m. today
after developing information on LOPEZ’s whereabouts. Troopers
from  State  Police-Springfield  and  Chicopee  Police  Officers
assisted in the arrest.

MSP VFAS Troopers took LOPEZ into custody without incident and
took  him  to  the  Chicopee  Police  Station  for  a  courtesy
booking, and then brought him to State Police-Springfield.
Connecticut  State  Police  were  immediately  notified  of  the
arrest.
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LOPEZ had been sought since Monday morning. The events that
triggered  the  manhunt  began  when  he  appeared  on  his  own
recognizance in the Manchester, Ct., Superior Court for a
hearing on a misdemeanor charge. At some point during the
morning, LOPEZ, possibly fearing he was going to be held, fled
the courthouse.

Upon fleeing from court LOPEZ got into a car he was using. Two
judicial marshals chased him on foot. LOPEZ drove into the two
marshals outside the courthouse and continued to flee in the
vehicle. Both marshals were injured, one critically.

LOPEZ was known to have ties to the Springfield, Mass., area
and MSP VFAS began assisting in the search yesterday. Troopers
from MSP VFAS, the MSP Troop B Community Action Team, and the
State  Police  Detective  Unit  for  Hampden  County  worked
throughout  the  night  checking  multiple  possible  addresses
where LOPEZ may have been hiding.

They did not locate the suspect overnight, but the search
continued into this morning and led MSP VFAS to the Motel 6.

LOPEZ will be arraigned later today in Chicopee District Court
as a fugitive. Prosecutors will make arrangements for his
rendition to Connecticut.

Massachusetts  family  offers
$1,000  reward  for  locating
missing teen
“I am offering a $1000 reward to anyone who leads me to my
daughter’s  whereabouts  and  I  find  her  from  your  lead.  No
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questions asked.

You can private message me and it will be held confidential by
my family, on my word.

My daughter is still missing, I want to thank everyone for
their prayers and assistance. I’m asking for anyone who knows
Nikki’s whereabouts to come forward, no questions asked.

This will be going into the media’s hands soon. If anyone is
holding her, you will be found and dealt with.

I want to thank the Hanover Police Department for caring so
much and helping us through this ❤️. Places she is known to
have been: Lawrence, Methuen, Brockton and Worcester but she
could be anywhere.
Sincerely, Nichole’s Family.”

New  Bedford  landmark  “Billy
Boy  Candies”  to  close  its
doors  after  60  years  of
delighting locals
“Billy Boy Candies has been a family business for over 60
years. With that today we announce that we will be retiring
this year.

We will stay open through Easter to serve our community for
one last holiday. The Retail and wholesale store will close
just after Easter in April.

We are extremely thankful for all our customers and being part
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of the New Bedford community as well as all of Southern New
England.

Sweet Jackie who founded the retail store in late ’70s after
taking over for her father set off on a vision to grow the
business and has done it with great success. Her husband John
took over the wholesale for his father in law and continued
showing the community what personal touch meant to wholesale
distribution. From there the entire family has contributed to
the success of this business and everyone will truly miss
being a part of this great family.

Once again we thank everyone and look forward to seeing all
one last time for the Easter season.

Thank you,
signed
-Billy Boy Candies Family.”

New Bedford mom fed up with
impatient  drivers  at
crosswalks
Today it seems there are two types of bad drivers that we will
surely run into on a daily basis: the distracted driver on
their cell phone and the angry, impatient ticking time bomb
that will eventually road rage.

Getting caught behind a school bus or entering a school zone
where there are crosswalks or crossing guards is just a fact
of daily life. It’s best to accept this fact of life and learn
to be patient about it. Taking your anger out on someone
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because they are crossing the road is immature and childish.
At most, waiting for someone to cross the road will take a few
seconds away from where you are going and every single one of
us will eventually be that person trying to cross the road.

One mom shares her recent experience:

“Seems some people need to be reminded about the law for
stopping for pedestrians in a crosswalk.

After dropping off my daughter at school today (an elementary
school at that), some guy gets upset because he has to wait a
few extra seconds at a stop sign while I walk across the
street in a clearly marked crosswalk. Crosswalks that are not
at lights the pedestrian has the right of way, and since there
were even two stop signs on the two one way streets, this
should not have even been an issue.

I worry about if there wasn’t a stop sign there.” -Cheryl P.

______________________________________________________________
___________________
Have you run into an impatient driver when crossing the road?
Did they honk, make obscene hand gestures, or yell something
at you? Share your experience below.

Massachusetts  State  Police
take  polar  plunge  to  raise
money for Special Olympics
This weekend Lieutenant Robert Clements and Captain Leonard
Coppenrath of the Massachusetts State Police joined officers
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from Hingham, Pembroke, and Hanover Police Departments to take
a freezing dip for a great cause at the Nantasket Beach Polar
Plunge in Hull.

Together they raised a combined amount of over $4,000 and
earned the “Top Law Enforcement Team” award. The Nantasket
Beach Polar Plunge as a whole raised more than $125,000. All
of the funds raised will directly benefit the Special Olympics
of Massachusetts!

Also in attendance was Senator Patrick O’Connor, representing
Plymouth and Norfolk Districts.

Massachusetts State Police photos.



Up  to  $150,000  from
Southcoast  Health  available
for Greater New Bedford not-
for-profits
Southcoast Health announced today that it is now accepting
grant  proposals  for  the  health  system’s  2020  Community
Benefits Impact Opportunity Grant program.

The program will award a total of up to $150,000 to not-for-
profit  organizations  to  help  address  public  health  needs
across the region.

Grant proposals must align with the health priority areas
identified in Southcoast Health’s most recent Community Needs
Assessment.  Past  grantees  represent  a  variety  of  programs
ranging from providing health screenings to the homeless to
encouraging  wellness  through  promoting  healthy  eating  and
physical  activity  opportunities.  Additional  projects  have
helped  to  build  healthy  families  through  positive  youth
development and provide socialization for elders experiencing
memory issues and their caregivers.

The full list of criteria and more information about applying
for the grant is available within the Grant Details tab of the
online  application,
www.southcoast.org/community-benefits/programs/.  The  deadline
for submission of a grant proposal is 11:59pm, on Tuesday,
March 31, 2020.

“It is well documented that many factors contribute to health
status,”  said  Keith  Hovan,  President  &  CEO  of  Southcoast
Health. “These include the social conditions that influence
health, such as access to nutritious and affordable food, safe
and healthy housing, educational and work opportunities, and
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safe neighborhoods and outdoor spaces for healthy activities.”

The annual Community Benefits Impact Opportunity program is
part of a larger Community Benefits initiative, which improves
the  health  quality  of  life  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of
residents on the South Coast. In the most recent report, for
fiscal  year  2018,  Southcoast  Health  announced  it  invested
almost  $22.2  million  in  community  benefits  activities,
including charity care, hospital and community-based programs,
and collaboration with regional health centers and health and
human service agencies.

“As a not-for-profit healthcare system, it is part of our
mission to address our region’s health and social needs,” said
Rachel Davis, Director of Community Benefits for Southcoast
Health. “We are happy to provide this opportunity to support
the important work of our community partners.”

The Community Benefits Impact Opportunity Grant program has
awarded  111  community  impact  grants  totaling  more  than
$559,565 since it began in 2016. For more information, please
visit https://www.southcoast.org/community-benefits/.


