
New  Bedford’s  “No  Problemo”
re-opens with limited hours
During the COVID-19 pandemic we’ve all had to make changes to
our lives and in many cases that means not being able to enjoy
our favorite eateries.

On March 22, No Problemo decided it was in their best interest
to close their doors:

“Ok y’all I’m calling it….. In a effort to do our part in
keeping people home we are gonna shut down for two weeks. I
felt it was the right thing to do and right time to do it.
Thanks to everyone who has always supported us and know we
will be back better then ever….. or at least just as Good as
we are now…….❤️?”

For those of you who had foodie withdrawal symptoms, you’ll be
ecstatic to find out that they are back open!

“We are open today for call-ins only!

Call the order in (508-984-1081) and come on by. Wait by the
table  in  the  front.  We’re  doing  Wednesday-Saturday  from
11:00am-8:00pm and Sunday from 12:00pm-5:00pm.

Still cash only…”

https://www.newbedfordguide.com/new-bedfords-no-problemo-re-opens/2020/04/15
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New Bedford Regional Airport
awarded $69,000 in CARES Act
Funding,  Massachusetts  $171
Million
United States Senators Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) and Edward J.
Markey (D-MA), along with Representatives Richard E. Neal (D-
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MA-01), James P. McGovern (D-MA-02), Stephen F. Lynch (D-
MA-08), William Keating (D-MA-09), Joseph P. Kennedy III (D-
MA-04), Katherine Clark (D-MA-05) and Lori Trahan (D-MA-03),
announced that Massachusetts airports have been awarded over
$171 million in federal grants under the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act.

“Airports in Massachusetts and across the country — which fuel
our national and regional economy — have been hit hard by this
public health emergency,” said Senator Warren. “This much-
needed economic relief will allow the Commonwealth’s airports
to support their workers and maintain essential operations,
and I’ll keep pushing the federal government to support them
during this difficult time.”

“Boston Logan, Worcester Regional, and all of our airports
across the Commonwealth are essential hubs for travel and
commerce,” said Senator Markey. “This emergency relief will
ensure that the people of Massachusetts can return to safe and
secure airport facilities when it’s appropriate, and that our
hardworking aviation professionals can stay on the job. I am
proud to have fought for and helped secure this funding. As
Congress debates future relief packages, I will make sure our
transportation systems remain strong.”

“Thanks to the CARES Act, regional airports across the First
District of Massachusetts will have the ability to continue
essential  operations  and  support  their  employees,”  said
Chairman of the House Committee on Ways and Means Richard E.
Neal. “As an author of this legislation, I take pride in the
fact that we are able to assist so many groups of workers who
find themselves on the front lines of this pandemic – those
who work in these kinds of transportation hubs included. This
funding will provide support to ensure that these airports are
financially viable and able to return to their full capacity
once this public health emergency subsides.”

“This emergency funding that Congress appropriated through the



CARES Act will save jobs and ensure airports in Worcester,
Orange, and Montague are ready for business once this crisis
ends,” said Congressman Jim McGovern. “During this time of
uncertainty, the people of Massachusetts ought to know that
their Congressional Delegation will continue working together
as a team to ensure that our Commonwealth gets the funding and
resources we need to get through this pandemic.”

“As  a  member  of  the  House  Aviation  Subcommittee,  I  am
especially thankful that this aid will assist airport workers
whose families are struggling and will allow essential workers
to  deliver  medical  supplies  and  equipment,”  said
Representative  Lynch.

“With tourism as one of the main engines of our local economy,
many  industries  in  our  community  are  suffering,  including
those that would transport the influx of tourists we are used
to seeing every year,” said Congressman Keating. “Our airports
act  as  vital  hubs,  not  only  for  tourists,  but  also  for
supplies and other imports as well as exports from our local
businesses. These funds will help to ensure they not only
survive this pandemic but continue operations and to pay their
employees.”

“Our Commonwealth’s airports strengthen and support our state
and local economies while employing workers who live in their
own  communities,”  said  Congressman  Kennedy.  “With  this
funding, we can maintain regional transportation options and
help localities like Taunton and Mansfield as they confront
this unprecedented pandemic.”

“From our pilots to our baggage handlers, the airline industry
and  our  airports  have  been  hit  particularly  hard  by  the
COVID-19 pandemic,” said Congresswoman Clark. “House Democrats
fought to ensure that the federal stimulus supports both our
airline companies and it’s workers. These dollars will help
ensure that workers continue to receive a paycheck during
these unprecedented times and that we remain ready and able to



reopen for business when the time comes.”

“During this crisis, every dollar in federal aid counts and
I’m proud to support our state’s airports. This funding will
help airport operations and save jobs across the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts,” said Congresswoman Lori Trahan.

The airports receiving funding include:

Laurence G. Hanscom Field (Bedford) – $1,041,944
Beverly Regional (Beverly) – $69,000
General  Edward  Lawrence  Logan  International  (Boston)  –
$141,340,992
Chatham Municipal (Chatham) – $30,000
Westover ARB/Metropolitan (Chicopee) – $69,000
Fitchburg Municipal (Fitchburg) – $69,000
Gardner Municipal (Gardner) – $30,000
Walter J Koladza (Great Barrington) – $1,000
Barnstable  Municipal-Boardman/Polando  Field  (Hyannis)  –
$17,971,966
Lawrence Municipal (Lawrence) – $69,000
Mansfield Municipal (Mansfield) – $30,000
Marshfield  Municipal  –  George  Harlow  Field  (Marshfield)  –
$69,000
Turners Falls (Montague) – $30,000
Nantucket Memorial (Nantucket) – $6,203,288
New Bedford Regional (New Bedford) – $69,000
Harriman-And-West (North Adams) – $30,000
Norwood Memorial (Norwood) – $69,000
Orange Municipal (Orange) – $30,000
Pittsfield Municipal (Pittsfield) – $69,000
Plymouth Municipal (Plymouth) – $69,000
Provincetown Municipal (Provincetown) – $1,042,446
Southbridge Municipal (Southbridge) – $30,000
Taunton Municipal – King Field (Taunton) – $30,000
Martha’s Vineyard (Vineyard Haven) – $1,216,447
Westfield-Barnes Regional (Westfield) – $69,000
Worcester Regional (Worcester) – $1,299,693



COVID-19  field  hospitals
going up in Lowell, Dartmouth
Two more field hospitals are in the works for University of
Massachusetts campuses in Lowell and Dartmouth, Gov. Charlie
Baker said Tuesday after touring the 94-bed medical center set
up over six days at a Joint Base Cape Cod gymnasium.

Baker also announced that state officials will be publicly
posting  daily  updates  on  hospital  capacity  and  personal
protective equipment distribution, providing a window into the
health care system’s ability to respond to an expected surge
in COVID-19 patients.

An initial set of numbers posted Tuesday afternoon showed that
the state had distributed 380 ventilators, plus hundreds of
thousands of different types of masks, 179,733 gowns and more
than 2.2 million gloves across various entities and regions.

A new hospital capacity report, based on numbers from Sunday,
shows  that  about  half  of  the  state’s  total  15,900  beds
suitable for COVID-19 patients are available.

“Our hospitals, who we’re talking to every day, are managing
the influx of new patients,” Baker said. “Nobody is rationing
anything, but we’re still on the upswing in this pandemic.
Everybody’s done a great job.”

He said a 95-bed field hospital in a UMass Lowell recreation
center, a partnership with Lowell General Hospital, is on
track to open Monday, and work on a 140-bed site at UMass
Dartmouth will be finished up this week.

Three field medical centers have been set up so far — at the
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DCU Center in Worcester, the Boston Convention and Exhibition
Center and Joint Base Cape Cod.

The  military  base  field  hospital  in  Buzzards  Bay  will  be
managed by Cape Cod Healthcare. Michael Lauf, the head of the
health care organization, said the facility will be able to
treat patients this weekend.

Lauf said the “hospital that used to be a gym just six days
ago” now has portable X-ray equipment, pharmaceuticals, lab
work capability and electronic medical records access.

Patients will not be admitted directly, but will go through a
traditional  hospital  and  sent  to  the  facility  when  it  is
appropriate. The field hospital will “take care of patients
that are not quite as ill as you would generally see in acute
care settings, but still not well enough to go home,” he said.

As of Tuesday afternoon, 126,551 people had been tested for
COVID-19,  and  28,163  people  were  confirmed  to  have  the
disease, according to the Department of Public Health. A total
of 957 people in Massachusetts have died from COVID-19.

Baker  said  the  data  that  state  officials  are  using  shows
difficult days and weeks ahead. He has previously projected
that a surge of COVID-19 cases and associated hospitalizations
will peak around April 20.

“And that’s precisely why we’re here today and planning for
what we call the worst-case scenario,” he said. “We certainly
hope we don’t have to use these beds, or certainly not all of
them, but we wanted to have a plan to make sure that we could
if we needed to.”

Baker declared a state of emergency 35 days ago. Schools and
most businesses are closed, and residents remain under a stay-
at-home advisory and have been asked to cover their faces if
they do go outside for essential trips, including grocery runs
and walks.



Baker does not wear masks when he delivers his daily briefings
on the state’s response to the coronavirus. He said he wore
one on his tour of the Joint Base Cape Cod hospital and does
so when he visits other places or goes for a walk around his
Swampscott neighborhood.

Responding to a reporter’s question about why he doesn’t wear
a mask, Baker said that, during his televised updates, he
wants “to make sure that people actually hear what I have to
say, especially when we do these briefings because a lot of
the  messaging  is  designed  to  get  to  the  people  in
Massachusetts.”

“And I want to make sure they’re going to hear me and that’s
very hard to do if I’m wearing a mask,” he said.

The governor said conversations have begun about how to reopen
the  state,  and  that  testing,  tracing  the  contacts  of  any
infected individuals, isolation and quarantine will be “big
parts  of  any  legitimate  effort  and  play  a  major  role
associated  with  any  attempt  to  reopen.”

“Reversing course too soon, opening up before we’re ready and
before we’ve done some of the things we need to do that we can
do it safely and have a plan in place to make sure that we can
monitor, measure and survey what’s going on will only make
matters worse,” he said. “Everyone’s had to put up with an
extraordinary amount of grief and in many cases, a tremendous
amount of loss over the course of the past six weeks. Taking
our foot off the pedal with respect to what we need to do to
push back right now on this virus would squander in many cases
a lot of the progress that we’ve made.”

Massachusetts is among a handful of northeast states joining
together in a new council that plans to work on a regional
framework  to  lift  the  various  stay-at-home  orders  and
advisories  and  reopen  the  economies.

The  other  states  involved  are  New  Jersey,  New  York,



Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Rhode  Island.
Massachusetts was not included in the initial announcement,
but New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy said in an afternoon press
release Monday that Baker would join him and other governors
in the effort.

Baker  on  Tuesday  said  the  delay  was  because  the  press
conference announcing the council conflicted with a conference
call he had with Senate President Karen Spilka, House Speaker
Robert DeLeo, Ways and Means chairmen Rep. Aaron Michlewitz
and Sen. Michael Rodrigues, and minority leaders Sen. Bruce
Tarr and Rep. Brad Jones. The group normally sits down for an
in-person meeting most Monday afternoons, but has lately moved
that  conversation  to  the  phone  to  comply  with  social
distancing  guidelines.

“Every Monday at two o’clock — we do another one usually on
Thursday afternoon as well — and it’s sacrosanct,” Baker said.
“I mean, it’s on the calendar. You can’t change it. You’ve got
to be there, and now more than ever we want to make sure that
we don’t miss those opportunities to talk because we don’t
have the same type of down-the-hall opportunity to engage when
we’re not on those phone calls.”

Baker  said  many  of  the  other  states  in  the  council  are
“significant commerce, trading and travel partners with us.”

“We are in a different place, in terms of our surge, than some
of those other states are, but I do think it’s important for
us to collaborate and cooperate where it makes sense on a go-
forward basis, so that we know what they’re doing and they
know what we’re doing and neither one of us, none of us, does
something unintentionally that disadvantages or damages the
others,” he said.

Baker is the only Republican governor participating in the
regional council — the six other states are led by Democrats.
A  similar  pact  on  the  West  Coast  involves  the  Democratic



governors of California, Oregon and Washington.

“Tell the Democrat Governors that ‘Mutiny On The Bounty’ was
one of my all time favorite movies,” President Donald Trump
posted  on  Twitter  Tuesday  morning.  “A  good  old  fashioned
mutiny every now and then is an exciting and invigorating
thing to watch, especially when the mutineers need so much
from the Captain. Too easy!”

Baker did not directly answer a reporter’s question about
whether he considered himself to be part of a mutiny.

“If  you’ve  learned  nothing  else  about  the  Baker-Polito
administration over the last five years it’s that we’re a lot
more interested in the work that we are in the noise,” he
said. “I think for Massachusetts to forge ahead here without
presuming that we’re going to have conversations with states
that are around us about what they’re up to and what we’re up
to, so that we make sure nobody does anything that creates
harm unwittingly for somebody else, it would just be a bad
idea.”

Due  dates  extended  for
certain City of New Bedford
bills amid state of emergency
New Bedford, Massachusetts – Due to the state of emergency
declared citywide and statewide due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has provided municipalities
with the ability to provide relief to taxpayers by extending
deadlines for city bills and taxes.
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New Bedford has extended several important deadlines:

– The due date for exemption and deferral applications for
real estate taxes has been extended to June 1, 2020, moved
from its original date of April 1, 2020.
–  Interest  and  late  payment  penalties  for  excise  tax,
assessment, water and sewer rates, or other charges added to a
tax for payments due March 10, 2020, or after, will be waived
for bills paid late but paid on or before June 30, 2020.

New Bedford issued the following bills due after the state of
emergency declaration:
– Motor vehicle excise tax commitments due March 16
– Motor vehicle excise tax commitments due April 22
– Real estate taxes (4th Quarter) due May 1
– Personal property taxes (4th Quarter) due May 1
– Boat excise tax due May 15
– Motor vehicle excise tax commitments due June 25 (estimated)

The  Commonwealth  has  also  prohibited  municipalities  from
terminating an essential service if inability to pay was due
to circumstances related to the outbreak of COVID-19.

City residents are strongly encouraged to pay bills online, by
phone,  by  mail,  or  a  drop-box  location.  Convenience  fees
normally charged for the processing of credit and debit cards
are being refunded or credited back to the customer accounts
during this period. As always, payments made by check or from
your savings account are at no cost to the customer.

To pay bills online, visit www.newbedford-ma.gov and select
Pay Bills. To pay by phone, contact the Treasurer’s Office at
508-979-1430.

Residents can use the mailing address printed on their bills
or mail their bills to:

City Hall – Treasurer’s Office
133 William Street, Room 103



New Bedford, MA 02740

Residents can also drop off payments without person-to-person
interaction by using one of the city’s drop-boxes. These white
drop boxes are located at:

Corner of Elm and Sixth streets downtown
City Hall, 133 William Street (two locations: main entrance
and Sixth Street entrance)
Department of Public Infrastructure, 1105 Shawmut Avenue

Anyone  with  questions  about  paying  bills  remotely  should
contact the Treasurer’s Office at 508-979-1430.

New Bedford Guide/Fall River
Reporter  to  provide  free
marketing  to  South  Coast
businesses
We understand that marketing and other budgets are tight and
want to take care of our South Coast business community. For
the rest of April and all of May, New Bedford Guide and Fall
River Reporter will be offering south coast, Massachusetts
businesses a free Facebook live stream business spotlight –
normally a $275 value.

Our  business  live  streams  are  watched  by  5,000  –  25,000
people, so it’s a fantastic way to get your product/service
out  to  the  community.  You’ll  be  able  to  talk  about  your
business  and  show  off  your  products/services.  Here  is  an
example:
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New Bedford Guide will continue to pay our employees their
normal hourly rate to conduct these live streams. Want to
support New Bedford Guide? Consider becoming a “Supporter” on
Facebook  here:
https://www.facebook.com/becomesupporter/138933502809904/

To get your no-cost live stream video, please fill out this
Google form and we will get back to you within 24-hours to
schedule your video. Videos will be scheduled on a first come,
first serve, availabilty basis, but all businesses that fill
out the form will get a live video. Business live streams will
be conducted on New Bedford Guide or Fall River Reporter’s
Facebook  page,  or  if  preferred  Dartmouth  Guide,  Fairhaven
Guide or Tri-Town Guide.

Loading…

If you have any issues, please email leo@newbedfordguide.com.

Seven  more  COVID-19  cases
reported  in  New  Bedford,
total rises to 163
Mayor  Jon  Mitchell’s  office  reported  seven  additional
confirmed COVID-19 cases in New Bedford Wednesday afternoon,
bringing the total positive cases in the city to 163, up from
156  yesterday.  Mayor  Mitchell  reported  four  new  COVID-19
related death on Tuesday.

On Tuesday, Fall River reported an additional 8 confirmed
cases of COVID-19. According to Mayor Coogan’s Office, there
are now 154 confirmed cases in Fall River. 38 cases have been
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cleared. Full details here.

On  April  14,  the  Massachusetts  Public  Health  Department
reported that the state added 1,296 more positive cases of
COVID-19 bringing to total to 28,163. This is a decrease from
Monday’s 1,392 reported cases. 113 new COVID-19 related deaths
were reported since yesterday bringing the total deaths in
Massachusetts to 957. Full details here.

“The  Town  of  Dartmouth  continues  to  show  evidence  of
widespread  community  transmission  of  COVID-19  along  with
Bristol County, Massachusetts, and the United States. Full
details here.

A health care professional at the Bristol County Sheriff’s
Office has tested positive for COVID-19. Full details here.

In Greater New Bedford, residents are already feeling the
impact of COVID-19. Many local businesses have closed or moved
to reduced hours, workers are either out of work or struggling
to find childcare, and schools have been closed until May.
It’s an uncertain time and many are finding themselves in
financial situations where they have to choose between food,
rent and/ or medication. Full details here.

Tuesday, Representatives Tim Ryan (D-OH) and Ro Khanna (D-CA)
introduced the Emergency Money for the People Act to provide
additional cash payments for Americans who have been impacted
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The Emergency Money for the People
Act expands relief to more Americans and includes a $2,000
monthly payment to every qualifying American over the age of
16  until  employment  returns  to  pre-COVID-19  levels.  Full
details here.
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Boston City Council President
calls  for  SNAP  delivery,
online purchases
Michael P. Norton
State House News Service

When the Boston City Council holds a virtual meeting at noon
Wednesday,  council  president  Kim  Janey  plans  to  offer  a
resolution in support of expanding SNAP benefits for online
and delivery services.

“This is an economic justice issue,” Janey said in a statement
Tuesday. “It is absolutely unacceptable that we are asking our
most  economically  disadvantaged,  who  make  up  many  of  our
essential workers, to put themselves at further risk during
this crisis by not being able to shop online with EBT. This is
why  I  am  urging  our  federal  partners  to  act  swiftly  and
reassess their gradual roll-out of the EBT Online Purchasing
Program.”

Janey’s office said six states are piloting an EBT Online
Purchasing Program.

Boston  Police  Department
mourns passing of active duty
Officer Jose V. Fontanez due
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to  complications  from
COVID-19
“It is with deep regret that the Boston Police Department
announces the passing of active duty Boston Police Officer
Jose V. Fontanez due to complications from COVID-19.

Officer Fontanez was a 29-year veteran of the BPD who was
assigned to District E-13 (Jamaica Plain). Officer Fontanez
received  numerous  commendations  for  his  dedicated  service
during his 29-year career and was highly regarded by those he
worked with, his supervisors and all who knew him.

Jose will be greatly missed by his friends and colleagues here
at the BPD as we all send our heartfelt condolences to his
family  and  loved  ones  during  this  tremendously  sad  and
difficult time.”

South Coast Rail construction
continues  progress  in  New
Bedford, other communities
Construction  for  South  Coast  Rail  continues  progress  this
week. MassDOT’s contractor will perform the following early
action construction work:

Culvert & Track Work

Location of work: Work will be performed throughout the South
Coast Rail Phase 1 Corridor on the New Bedford Main Line, Fall
River  Secondary,  and  Middleborough  Secondary  in  the
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communities  of  Berkley,  Fall  River,  Freetown,  Lakeville,
Middleborough, New Bedford, Raynham, and Taunton.

Date/time of work:
Tuesday, April 14, through Friday, April 17, from 7:00 AM to
4:00 PM each day
Monday, April 20, and Tuesday, April 21, from 7:00 AM to 4:00
PM each day
This work will be disruptive to local residents. Crews will be
using various pieces of heavy equipment and trucks along the
railroad  right-of-way  throughout  the  construction  period.
While the project will seek to minimize construction-related
impacts to communities, noise will be generated along the
right-of-way.

Please be advised that effective March 25, 2020, MassDOT,
MBTA, and their consultants and contractors must maintain full
compliance  with  the  Commonwealth’s  COVID-19  Guidelines  and
Procedures  for  All  Construction  Sites  and  Workers  at  All
Public Works Sites until further notice.

Work on the Culvert Replacement Project is anticipated to be
completed in spring 2020.

If you would like to report a noise issue, call the hotline at
(508) 397-4858. The noise hotline is for the reporting of
construction-related noise issues. It will be answered Monday-
Friday, between the hours of 7:00 AM and 3:30 PM (except
holidays). All voicemails left outside of these hours will be
received the following weekday. We will respond to all noise
complaints.



Cape Wildlife Center has to
perform operation on juvenile
Fox  entangled  in  plastic  6
pack holder
“Save a critter, clean up your litter!

This juvenile Red Fox was admitted today after a homeowner
found  it  in  distress  and  having  trouble  moving.  Our  team
quickly noticed it’s front two legs had been entangled in a
plastic  6  pack  holder.  The  resulting  lacerations  were  so
severe that we suspect he has been tangled in this piece of
litter for quite some time and has grown around it. It finally
reached a point where it was fully restricting his movement
and had caused damage to the underlying tissues and muscle.

Our  vet  team  sedated  the  fox  and  carefully  cut  away  the
plastic rings. The wounds were cleaned and then bandaged. He
has  been  started  on  antibiotics,  fluids  and  strong  pain
medications. His prognosis is guarded, but we are keeping our
fingers crossed for this little guy.

Please remember to dispose of litter properly, and ALWAYS cut
apart your plastic rings before disposal. It could save a
life.

If you would like to make a donation to his care, and to the
care of other patients like him, please click this link. Thank
you! -Cape Wildlife Center.”

Cape Wildlife Center photos.
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