
BuyBlackNB launches to drive
support  to  black-owned
businesses in the New Bedford
area
The initiative, seeking to connect consumers with Black-owned
businesses, launched with a website that features over 75
Black-owned businesses at www.buyblacknb.com.

​BuyBlackNB is a new initiative dedicated to highlighting,
discovering,  and  promoting  Black-owned  businesses  in  New
Bedford and surrounding towns.

“In supporting local Black-owned businesses, we are working to
close the racial wealth gap, strengthen our local economies,
foster  job  creation,  and  celebrate  Black  culture,”  said
Justina  Perry  of  New  Bedford,  who  started  the  initiative
earlier this month.

The group launched with an interactive map and directory of
over 75 Black-owned businesses at ​www.buyblacknb.com​. They
will continue to add businesses to the directory and drive
awareness of these Black-owned businesses across social media
platforms.

BuyBlackNB  will  also  serve  as  a  source  for  resources  and
action. Their first fundraiser is a t-shirt and tank sale —
100% of profits will go directly to the New Bedford Branch of
the NAACP. BuyBlackNB does not charge businesses to be listed
in the directory or featured on social media. The work is a
labor of love for people, places, and products that make up
the New Bedford community.

About BuyBlackNB
BuyBlackNB is an online platform dedicated to highlighting,
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discovering,  and  promoting  Black-owned  businesses  in  New
Bedford  and  surrounding  towns.  In  supporting  Black-owned
businesses, we are working to close the racial wealth gap,
strengthen  our  local  economies,  foster  job  creation,  and
celebrate Black culture.

Add  a  Black-owned  business  to  the  directory:
https://www.buyblacknb.com/submit
Purchase a shirt or a tank: ​https://www.buyblacknb.com/shop
Facebook: ​https://www.facebook.com/BuyBlackNB/
Instagram: ​https://www.instagram.com/buyblacknb/
Email: ​info@buyblacknb.com

New  Bedford  Latin  Kings
leader  pleads  guilty  to
racketeering and drug charges
The former second in command of the Massachusetts Almighty
Latin King and Queen Nation (“Latin Kings”) pleaded guilty
yesterday to racketeering and drug conspiracy charges.

Jorge  Rodriguez,  a/k/a  “King  G,”  32,  pleaded  guilty  to
conspiracy to conduct enterprise affairs through a pattern of
racketeering  activity,  more  commonly  referred  to  as  RICO
conspiracy, and conspiracy to distribute cocaine and cocaine
base. U.S. Senior District Court Judge Rya W. Zobel scheduled
sentencing  for  Oct.  16,  2020.  Rodriguez  was  arrested  and
charged in December 2019, at which time he was the second in
command of Massachusetts for the Latin Kings, and had held
leadership positions in the New Bedford Chapter.

The Latin Kings are a violent gang comprised of thousands of
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members across the United States. The Latin Kings adhere to a
national manifesto, employ an internal judiciary and use a
sophisticated  system  of  communication  to  maintain  the
hierarchy of the criminal organization. As alleged in court
documents,  the  gang  uses  drug  distribution  to  generate
revenue, and is motivated by a desire to further its influence
and to protect its turf from rival gangs.

In addition to his statewide leadership of the Latin Kings in
Massachusetts, Rodriguez also held a leadership position in
the New Bedford Chapter. In New Bedford, Rodriguez ran a vast
cocaine  base  distribution  network  that  used  multi-unit
apartment buildings known as “trap houses” to distribute the
narcotics. Members of the Latin Kings dealt drugs in the trap
houses, obtaining their supply of cocaine base from Rodriguez.
As detailed in court filings in the case, evidence developed
during  the  course  of  the  investigation  included  multiple
recordings  of  Rodriguez  cooking  cocaine  base,  directing
violence against rival gang members, meting out discipline,
and handling firearms used to protect the Latin Kings’ drug
distribution network.

In December 2019, a federal grand jury issued an indictment
alleging racketeering conspiracy, drug conspiracy and firearms
charges against 62 leaders, members and associates of the
Latin Kings. Rodriguez is the first defendant to plead guilty
in the case.

Pursuant to the terms of the plea agreement, Rodriguez faces
15 – 25 years in prison and three years of supervised release.
The RICO conspiracy charge provides for a sentence of up to 20
years in prison, three years of supervised release and a fine
of  $250,000.  Depending  on  the  drug  quantity,  the  drug
trafficking conspiracy and distribution charges provide for a
sentence of up to 20 years, 40 years, or life; a minimum of
three, four or five years of supervised release; and fines of
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$1 million, $5 million and $10 million. The charge of felon in
possession of a firearm and ammunition provides for a sentence
of up to 10 years, three years of supervised release and a
fine of $250,000. Sentences are imposed by a federal district
court judge based upon the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines and
other statutory factors.

United  States  Attorney  Andrew  E.  Lelling;  Joseph  R.
Bonavolonta, Special Agent in Charge of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Boston Field Division; Commissioner Carol Mici
of the Massachusetts Department of Correction; and New Bedford
Police Chief Joseph C. Cordeiro made the announcement today.
Valuable assistance was also provided by the FBI North Shore
Gang Task Force and the Bristol County and Suffolk County
District Attorney’s Offices. Assistant U.S. Attorney Philip A.
Mallard and Mark Grady of Lelling’s Criminal Division are
prosecuting the case.

The  details  contained  in  the  charging  documents  are
allegations. The remaining defendants are presumed innocent
unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt in a
court of law.

King  Richard’s  Faire
Announces the Cancellation of
its 2020 Season
The  popular  attraction  for  families  has  announced  on  its
Facebook  page  that  the  2020  season  has  been  officially
canceled due to Covid-19. The statement is as follows:

“Even royalty cannot beat the coronavirus.
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While  King  Richard’s  Faire  is  a  land  of  make-believe  and
fantasy, we simply cannot escape the reality of COVID-19. We
are sad to announce the cancellation of our 2020 season, and
thank our magnificent team and cast for all their input and
creative ideas. Unfortunately, there simply is no alternative
to ensure the health and safety of all.

We  are  already  planning  for  the  most  magnificent  40th
anniversary season imaginable. To our loyal Faire fans who
have been with us for so many years – some from the start in
1982 supporting our family-owned business, we thank thee and
we will see you next season.
Merry meet, merry part, and merry meet again!”
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Convicted  New  Bedford  drug
dealer arrested for fentanyl
trafficking
On June 27, New Bedford police detectives report seizing 184
grams of fentanyl, 23 grams of cocaine, 198 Suboxone strips,
drug trafficking paraphernalia, and $9,938 at 85 Fern Street
in New Bedford.

42-year old Ari Rason of 85 Fern Street was arrested and
charged with trafficking in cocaine and fentanyl. According to
New Bedford police, Rason was found guilty of possession with
the  intent  to  distribute  in  2015.  Detective  Tim  Soares
investigated the case. 

85 Fern Street New Bedford, MA
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If  you  have  any  information  on  criminal  activity  in  your
community, the New Bedford Police Dept. wants to hear from
you. You can leave an anonymous tip on our voicemail at (508)
991-6300 Ext. 1.

Wareham  Police  seize  cash,
heroin, and arrest three on a
number of narcotics charges
On Monday, June 29, shortly after 2:00 p.m. Wareham Police
Detectives  observed  what  appeared  to  be  an  illegal  drug
transaction at the Cranberry Plaza. The detectives stopped the
vehicle  involved  on  Maple  Springs  Road,  seizing  suspected
heroin and placing the driver in custody. Ashley E. Lips (32),
of 244 Raymond Road, Plymouth, was placed under arrest for
possession of a Class “A” substance, and conspiracy to violate
drug laws.

Joseph Prada-Ruiz (31) and Rebecca Rae Dixon (33), both of
3026 Cranberry Highway (#135), were placed under arrest as
they were leaving the plaza on foot. Prada-Ruiz is charged
with, distribution of a Class “A” drug, subsequent offense,
possession with intent to distribute a Class “A” drug, and
conspiracy  to  violate  drug  laws.  Dixon  is  charged  with
possession with intent to distribute a Class “A” drug, and
conspiracy to violate drug laws.

The detectives then proceeded to Room #135 at the Silver Lake
Motel where they executed a search warrant. During a search of
the suspects and their room the detectives seized over $500.00
cash,  suspected  heroin,  a  digital  scale,  and  other  items
consistent with illegal drug sales.
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The three were brought to Wareham Police Headquarters for
processing  pending  arraignment  with  the  Wareham  District
Court.

UMass  Dartmouth  announces
closure  of  Public  Policy
Center
UMass Dartmouth announced today that the Public Policy Center
(PPC) at UMass Dartmouth will close effective July 1, 2020.
The announcement comes as the University prepares for the
financial implications of the COVID-19 pandemic on Fiscal Year
2021, which begins on July 1, 2020.

“The COVID-19 pandemic, besides causing untold damage to the
lives and livelihoods of our society, has greatly affected our
University and is causing ongoing financial ramifications that
we are doing our best to address so that we can protect the
health of our community while offering a quality educational
experience. Unfortunately, difficult decisions must be made to
ensure  the  stability  of  UMass  Dartmouth,”  said  Chancellor
Robert E. Johnson. “I want to thank Professor Michael Goodman
for his hard work and leadership, and David Borges for his 23
years of dedicated and distinguished service to our campus and
community. I also want to thank the entire PPC team including
Michael McCarthy and Jodie Beksha-Tinsley for their commitment
to the Center.”

UMass Dartmouth is currently planning for a variety of budget
scenarios as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact the
wellbeing of society and the economy while doing everything
possible to minimize the impact of jobs being lost on campus
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and position the University for an unpredictable Fiscal Year
2021.

Prince  Henry  Society
announces  2020  scholarship
recipients;  $51,000  awarded
to college-bound students in
greater New Bedford
Celebrating its 40th consecutive year of awarding scholarships
to Greater New Bedford’s college bound students, and passing
the $1 million mark in scholarships awarded, the New Bedford
Chapter of the Prince Henry Society of Massachusetts awarded
$51,000 in scholarships to graduating seniors this year.

In 1980, Milton Ferreira and the late Anthony S. Catojo, Jr.
and  Gabriel  Moura  founded  the  Prince  Henry  Society,  a
brotherhood of business and professional men of Portuguese
descent. The goals of the society are to promote the civic,
cultural,  economic,  educational  and  social  betterment  of
persons of Portuguese descent and to be of service to the
community. In order to accomplish this, they established a
three-pronged plan of charities, scholarships and service to
the community.

“The members of the Prince Henry Society are proud to reach
this  milestone  of  40  years,  $1  million  in  scholarships
awarded, and more than 1,000 recipients among the students of
Greater New Bedford over the course of four decades,” said
Scholarship Committee Chairman Robert Gaspar.
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Since  1980,  the  Prince  Henry  has  awarded  educational
scholarships totaling $1,001,477 to a total of 1,049 students
from the Greater New Bedford area. Fifty-one scholarships were
awarded:

Gabriela L. Serra, a graduate of New Bedford High received the
Father Fortuna Memorial Scholarship given in memory of the
late  Father  Fortuna,  pastor  of  the  Immaculate  Conception
Church.

Chloe A. Morgado, a graduate of New Bedford High, received the
Attorney and Rose Ferreira Memorial Scholarship made possible
by Mrs. Charles Baker and Dr. Joseph and Lisa Ferreira.

Joseph Ferro, a graduate of Upper Cape Regional, received the
Gabriel Moura Memorial Scholarship.

Alexis Arruda, a graduate of Dartmouth High School, received
the Manuel Moinheiro Memorial Scholarship. This award was made
possible by Patricia Moinheiro in memory of her late husband.

Christina Eckenreiter, a graduate of Fairhaven High School,
received the Henry Rodrigues Memorial Scholarship. This award
was made possible by Dolores Rodrigues in memory of her late
husband.

Asher Machado, a graduate of Greater New Bedford Voc-Tech,
received the second Henry Rodrigues Memorial Scholarship also
made possible by wife Dolores Rodrigues.

Nicole d’Almeida, a graduate of Bishop Stang High, received
the Matt Bernardo Memorial Scholarship made possible by his
sister Dolores Rodrigues.

Olimpia  Andrade,  a  graduate  of  New  Bedford  High  School,
received the Armand Fernandes, Sr.

Memorial Scholarship. This award was made possible by Judge
Armand Fernandes in memory of his father.



Alison  Baptista,  a  graduate  of  New  Bedford  High  School,
received the James Fernandes Memorial Scholarship. This award
was made possible by Judge Armand Fernandes in memory of his
brother.

Cameron DaCosta a graduate of New Bedford Voc-Tech, received
the  Todd  Christopher  Pereira  Memorial  Scholarship  made
possible by a friend of the Prince Henry Society.

Ryan Picewick, a graduate of Old Colony, received the second
Todd Christopher Pereira Memorial Scholarship made possible by
the Pereira Family.

Logan Cabral, a graduate of Greater New Bedford Voc/Tech,
received  the  Rockland  Trust  Scholarship  made  possible  by
Rockland Trust.

Katherine Ashley, graduate of Old Colony, received the Bristol
County Savings Bank Scholarship, made possible by the Bristol
County Savings Bank.

Orly Gonsalves, graduate of Dartmouth High School, received
the Bay Coast Bank Scholarship made possible by Bay Coast
Bank.

Jillian Higgins, a graduate of Old Rochester Regional High
School, received the Michael Demakis Memorial Scholarship.It
was made possible by Jocelyn daLuz, Lisa and David Wright,
Chris Demakis and Vince Cragin, Nicole Demakis and Michelle
and Thomas Barry.

Drew Kelly, a graduate of Bishop Stand High School, received
the Dr. Norbert P. and Elsie Rodrigues Fraga Scholarship given
in memory of Dr. Norbert P. Fraga and made possible by Mrs.
Elsie Rodrigues Fraga.

Destiny Torres, a graduate of New Bedford High, received the
Raymond H. and Eleanor Aragao Teachman Memorial Scholarship
given by Ronald E. Teachman in memory of his parents.



Raina Grace, a graduate of New Bedford High School, received
the Joseph M. and Rose F. Souza Memorial Scholarship made
possible by daughters Pam and Elizabeth Souza.

Kelsey  Rezendes,  a  graduate  of  New  Bedford  High  School,
received the Joseph and Lucy Bernardo Memorial Scholarship.

Brendan Rego, a graduate of Dartmouth High School, received
the Anthony S. Catojo Jr. Memorial Scholarship given by the
Prince Henry Society.

Samantha  Silva,  a  graduate  of  Bishop  Stang  High  School
received the Manuel R. And Olivia Cabral Memorial Scholarship.
This award was made possible by the Cabral children, sons
Oliver and Adalino and daughters Maria Galego and Dortina
Marder.

Victoria Cameron, a graduate of Dartmouth High School 2017,
received the Christopher Jon Souza Memorial Scholarship, made
possible by Antone and Elsie Souza in memory of their son and
the  Community  Foundation  of  Southeastern  Massachusetts  –
Christopher Jon Souza Fund.

Meagan Sebastiao, a graduate of Dartmouth High School 2017,
received  the  second  Christopher  Jon  Souza  Memorial
Scholarship, made possible by Antone and Elsie Souza in memory
of their son and the Community Foundation of Southeastern
Massachusetts –Christopher Jon Souza Fund.

Gwendolyn  Baptista,  a  graduate  of  Old  Colony  Regional,
received the DBS Dartmouth Building Supply Scholarship. This
award was made possible by Joseph Delgado and family.

Tara Abreu, a graduate of Dartmouth High, received the Arnold
B. Camara Memorial Scholarship, given by Michael Camara and
Family of the ABC Disposal service of New Bedford.

Sabrina Pires, a graduate of Dartmouth High School, received
the  Salvador  and  Katherine  Fernandes  Memorial  Scholarship,



given by member Michael Fernandes and Family of the Northern
Wind Co., Inc., in memory of Michael’s parents.

Derek  Arribada,  a  graduate  of  New  Bedford  High  School,
received the Carlos Pacheco Memorial Scholarship made possible
by wife Hazel, daughter Judy Young and family and friends of
the late New Bedford school committee man.

Megan Lajoie, a graduate of Fairhaven High School, received
the Pinto’s Garage and Auto Body Inc. Scholarship by Mr. and
Mrs. Gus Pinto and Family.

Olivia Maciel, a graduate of Fairhaven High School, received
the Milton Ferreira Memorial Scholarship.

Tiago P. Boia, a graduate of New Bedford High School, received
the Fernando A. Gaspar Memorial Scholarship, made possible by
the family of Fernando A. Gaspar.

Molly Driscoll, a graduate of New Bedford Voc/Tech, received
the Youth Investment Foundation Scholarship made possible by
the Youth Investment Foundation.

Katherine N. Papas, a graduate of New Bedford High School,
received the Shelley A. Carvalho Memorial Scholarship made
possible by the family of Shelley A. Carvalho.

Haleigh Texeira, a graduate of Dartmouth High, received the
Everyday hero scholarship by member Barry Sylvia and BENCOR.

Victoria Kalisz, a graduate of Fairhaven High, received the
Cameron  Jeffrey  Goulart  Scholarship  provided  by  Cameron’s
Kids.

Abby  Araujo,  a  graduate  of  Greater  New  Bedford  Voc/Tech,
received the Flavio S. Duarte Memorial Scholarship provided by
Julianne and William Viveiros.

Olivia  E.  Bernardo,  a  graduate  of  Fairhaven  High  School,
received the Jose (Joe) Helder Freitas Memorial Scholarship by



Mrs. Alice Freitas and Family.

Morgan Correia, a graduate of New Bedford High, received the
“Andre De Arede Memorial Scholarship” made possible by Mr. and
Mrs. Scott Ferreira and Family.

Julianne Matthews, a graduate of Wareham High School, received
the Stoico/FIRSTFED Scholarship, made possible by the Robert
F. Stoico/FIRSTFEDC Charitable Foundation.

Ty Spencer, a graduate of New Bedford High School, received
the Ernest Simmons Memorial Scholarship given by Peter Simmons
and Family in memory of Peter’s father.

Selena Marie Arruda, a 2018 graduate of Greater New Bedford
Voc-Tech,  received  the  Taylor  Leigh  Alves  Memorial
Scholarship. It was given by by Dr.Gary Alves of the Alves
Chiropractic Center and the Prince Henry Society.

Sophia  Rodrigues,  a  graduate  of  Fairhaven  received  the
“Castelo Family Scholarship” made possible by Mr. and Mrs.
Jose S. Castelo and Family.

Jenna Correia, a graduate of Fairhaven High, received the
“Antonio (Tony) Rodrigues Memorial Scholarship” made possible
by the family and friends of Antonio Rodrigues.

Cameron Sylvia, a graduate of New Bedford High, received the
second “Antonio (Tony) Rodrigues Memorial Scholarship” made
possible by the family and friends of Antonio Rodrigues.

Andrew Veiga, a graduate of Dartmouth High School, received
the  “Manuel  Pereira  Memorial  Scholarship”  by  son  Armando
Pereira and family and the friends of Manuel Pereira.

Rachel Perry, a graduate of Old Rochester Regional, received
the Natalio Gomes Memorial Scholarship made possible by son
Andy Gomes and family in memory of his father.

Sidney  Tavares,  graduate  of  Greater  New  Bedford  Voc-Tech,



received  the  Portuguese  Continental  Union/Lodge  #4,  New
Bedford, MA Scholarship in memory of their founders.

Kelsey Rodrigues, a graduate of Global Charter, received the
Prince Henry Society Scholarship.

Emily Desneves, a graduate of Fairhaven High School, received
the second Prince Henry Society Scholarship.

Taeya Telfair, a graduate of Greater New Bedford Voc-Tech,
received the third Prince Henry Society Scholarship (for a
student in the trade department – cosmetology) given in memory
of Ernest Simmons by son Peter Simmons.

Johnny Vongsouna, a graduate of Greater New Bedford Voc/Tech,
received the Prince Henry Society Scholarship for a student in
the trade dept. – carpentry.

Lester Maldanado, a graduate of Greater New Bedford Voc/Tech,
received the Prince Henry Society Scholarship for a student in
the trade dept. – electrical.

Jordan Bulhour, a graduate of Greater New Bedford Voc/Tech,
received  his  award  made  possible  from  the  “Ronald  Trahan
Scholarship  Fund”  for  a  worthy  student  in  the  carpentry
program made possible by Wayne and Susan Trahan.

The  Portuguese  United  for  Education,  Inc.  Scholarship  was
presented  by  the  Prince  Henry  Society  of  MA,  New  Bedford
Chapter to the Portuguese United for Education, Inc. School
(Discovery Language Academy), by the Prince Henry Society of
MA, New Bedford Chapter.



OPINION: New Bedford resident
against moving grilling area
at Hazelwood Park
The following is in response to the New Bedford City Council
reviewing  a  petition  to  move  the  grills  and  tables  at
Hazelwood  Park  due  to  the  air  pollution.

“How about you use your platform to help keep Hazelwood Park
for the people who live and have been paying New Bedford city
taxes for generations?

We have new people who bought property near our public park
and now with friends on the board for parks and recreation are
trying  to  stop  residents  from  carrying  on  with  family
traditions. Lots of families born and raised here have held
their family cookouts in the same spot for over 40 years and
that’s a fact.

These families have grown up in this city and are all like
family  to  each  other.  That’s  the  day  we  hold  our  family
cookouts where people fly in from other states to come home
for that day. It’s sad that newcomers are trying to push those
of us born and raised here out?

You use the New Bedford name in your title, how about you use
your platform and stand up and help us out?

Too  much  is  being  taken  from  lifelong  residents  of  New
Bedford. I have a yard and a pool. There are so many [people]
in the city who the park is all they have in the summer to
cookout and swim. We go on the 4th of July for our traditional
family cookout along with other families we grew up with who
also do the same. Our families have been doing this faithfully
every 4th of July for over 40 years. My grandfather and his
brothers started when my mother was little. We have kept the
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tradition. People fly home for the cookouts. That’s the one
time of year we see family and friends from way back.

How do new people get to harass people for the last three
years and not having a way to get it all stopped?

New Bedford is going down the same path Newport did. Lifelong
residents had to leave. Check the rent in Newport or prices
for homes. Look how our property taxes keep jumping up. People
have been losing their homes. Our beach used to be free. When
they first started charging for what our taxes already pay for
I questioned it the first year and was told the money was
going towards the dog park. Well, I don’t have a dog, but we
needed one. Now the price goes up, dog park is up, we still
pay the taxes, the money is getting pocketed.

Now they want to push everyone away from our park and cookouts
so they come up with lies to have a reason to do that. Come
on. They need to stop pissing on our backs and telling us it’s
raining.” – BJ London.

Have  an  opinion  or  essay  to  share?  Email
info@newbedfordguide.com

LIGHT 2020, See the Light in
Downtown New Bedford
Last summer Design Art Technology Massachusetts (DATMA) gave
us Silver Current, a spectacular tribute to wind and its role
in New Bedford’s past and future. This summer their theme is
Light, as in “The City that Lit the World,” and their first
two installations are on view now.
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PHOTO KINETIC GRID
by light sculptor Soo Sunny Park
View at the corner of Union & Purchase Streets in the windows
of the CVPA building. It will be lit all summer from early
morning till 1am and is especially beautiful in the evening.

VESSELS, 2020
by sound/light/performance specialists Masary Studios
Three large-scale digital projections on downtown facades, all
with  musical  accompaniments.  The  first,  a  tribute  to  the
fishing industry, is viewable now through July 2 on the wall
of the Whaling Museum’s Paul Cuffe Park at the foot of Union
St from 8pm till midnight.

LIGHT 2020 updates New Bedford’s legacy as the “City that Lit
the  World”  with  a  renewable  energy  lens.  Amid  the  global
health  crisis,  the  exhibits  can  be  seen  safely  via  car,
bicycle, or on foot and via DATMA’s website and social media
outlets. Take a sneak peek at the LIGHT 2020 exhibits page and
learn more about the artists invited to share their artwork
with the SouthCoast community this summer.

Massachusetts  State  Police
stop leads to 3 arrests, 2
illegally-possessed guns
At 1:56 a.m. today Trooper Daniel Santa from the Massachusetts
State Police-Tunnels Barracks conducted a motor vehicle stop
for a defective headlight on Massachusetts Avenue at Newmarket
Square, near the South Bay Shopping Center, and discovered
that the vehicle operator did not have a license. As the
Trooper prepared to tow the vehicle, two passengers sprinted

https://www.newbedfordguide.com/massachusetts-police-stop-arrests-illegally-possessed-guns/2020/06/29
https://www.newbedfordguide.com/massachusetts-police-stop-arrests-illegally-possessed-guns/2020/06/29
https://www.newbedfordguide.com/massachusetts-police-stop-arrests-illegally-possessed-guns/2020/06/29


from the vehicle, with one dropping a loaded handgun.

Troopers  Miguel  McGovern  and  Darius  McPherson  (who  just
completed his first week on break-in as a new Trooper) quickly
ran after one passenger while Trooper Santa ran after the
other. Troopers McGovern and McPherson noticed that the man
they were chasing was holding something close to his right hip
as he ran. After a brief chase the man fell to the ground and
gave up. The two Troopers discovered yet another firearm on
this suspect. Trooper Santa apprehended the other passenger
after a slightly longer pursuit.

Trooper Santa seized a .38 caliber revolver and a 9MM Taurus
semi-automatic pistol. Both firearms were fully loaded and had
obliterated serial numbers. The driver, AMANI D. PERKINS, 21,
of Mattapan, was arrested for unlicensed operation and an
equipment violations. The passengers were each arrested for
illegal  possession  of  a  firearm  and  sundry  other  charges
related  to  the  recovered  weapons.  They  are  identified  as
KAMIYA SANTOS, 24, of Boston, and MALIK ACHABE RISE, 19, of
Roxbury.

The three were expected to be arraigned today through the
Roxbury District Court.


