Texas man who threatened
Boston doctor serving
transgender patients
sentenced to prison

“BOSTON — A Texas man was sentenced today in federal court in
Boston for threatening a Boston doctor affiliated with the
national LGBTQIA+ health education center.

Matthew Jordan Lindner, 39, of Comfort, Texas, was sentenced
by Senior U.S. District Judge William G. Young to three months
in prison and three years of supervised release. Lindner was
also ordered to pay restitution of $2,986. In December 2023,
Lindner pleaded guilty to one count of interstate transmission
of threatening communication.

In August 2022, inaccurate information spread online regarding
procedures doctors at Boston Children’s Hospital were
performing for gender nonconforming children. On Aug. 31,
2022, Lindner called the Boston-based National LGBTQIA+ Health
Education Center and left a threatening voicemail targeting
one of the Center’'s affiliated doctors. In that voicemail,
Lindner said: “You sick motherf*****s —you’re all gonna burn.
There’s a group of people on their way to handle [victim]. You
signed your own warrant, lady. Castrating our children. You've
woken up enough people. And upset enough of us. And you signed
your own ticket. Sleep well, you fX¥*x**x cxxx 7

“This office will aggressively investigate and prosecute acts
of hate and intimidation. Threatening a medical doctor
providing essential care to children is deplorable. No one 1in
this country should live in fear for their safety because of
their identity, gender, race, religion or beliefs. Full stop.”
said Acting United States Attorney Joshua S. Levy. “We urge
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the public to call their local police or the FBI if they are
ever threatened with physical harm the way the doctor in this
case was simply for doing his or her job.”

“Imagine the terror of having your life threatened for just
doing your job. Matthew Lindner accosted a physician for doing
exactly that, and in doing so instilled unnecessary fear in
the medical community,” said Jodi Cohen, Special Agent 1in
Charge of the FBI Boston Division. “Hateful, repulsive, and
threatening behavior like this has no place here, and today’s
sentence demonstrates that we won’'t stand for criminals
terrorizing innocent people. Nobody should have to fear
becoming the target of vitriol-fueled violence.”

After leaving the threatening voicemail, Lindner continued to
try to contact the victim. To that end, Lindner called the
victim’s former medical practice and a university where the
victim was a faculty member.

Acting U.S. Attorney Levy and FBI SAC Cohen made the
announcement today. Assistant U.S. Attorneys Brian A. Fogerty
and K. Nathaniel Yeager of the Criminal Division prosecuted
the case.”-Massachusetts Department of Justice.

New Bedford Police arrest
Dartmouth man, charge another
after dispute where shots
were fired

“NEW BEDFORD — Police have arrested one male and are charging
another after a dispute at a south-end automotive shop.
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On Friday, February 16th, police responded to 1593 Cove Rd.
regarding shots fired. Upon arrival, patrol officers learned
that an argument over a civil matter had escalated into a
physical confrontation. The owner of the shop, THOMAS VINAGRE,
39, got into a physical confrontation with Mr. DALLAS CHACE,
24. During the struggle, CHACE produced a firearm that
discharged twice as the men grappled. Fortunately, nobody was
struck, and a customer immediately called for police
assistance.

Narcotics detectives Emily Pacheco and Matthew Sylvia were the
first to arrive on the scene and successfully separated the
two men. The firearm was secured, and CHACE was found to be
duly licensed to carry it He was placed under arrest and
charged with unlawful discharge of a firearm and two counts of
attempt to commit assault and battery by firearm. The firearm,
a 9mm semi-automatic, was seized.

A charge has also been requested on VINAGRE for assault and
battery on CHACE.

If you have any information concerning crime, you can remain
anonymous. Call 508-99-CRIME, or visit our website and leave
tips at https://www.newbedfordpd.com/report/.”-New Bedford
Police Department.

Two New Bedford men convicted
by jury of raping and
molesting 9-year-old girl

“Two New Bedford men were convicted last Friday afternoon by a
jury of their peers after a week-long trial in Fall River
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Superior Court of raping and molesting a 9-year-old girl in
their Nye Street apartment, Bristol County District Attorney
Thomas M. Quinn III announced.

Nicholas Pacheco, 41, was convicted by the jury of two counts
of Aggravated Rape and Abuse of a Child with at Least a Five
Year Age Difference. Pacheco’s housemate, Braulio Castro, 37,
was convicted by the jury of Forcible Rape of a Child.

Both defendants were ordered held in jail throughout the
holiday weekend and were sentenced on Tuesday by Judge Thomas
McGuire. Pacheco was sentenced to serve 10 to 15 years 1in
state prison, while Castro was sentenced to serve eight to 12
years in prison. Both men are not citizens of the United
States and will likely be deported upon completion of their
state prison sentences.

The case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Caleb
Weiner.

During the trial, evidence showed that the girl, who is now a
teenager, was raped twice by Pacheco, who she considered to be
her father, and once by Castro. All three incidents occurred
when the girl was 9 and 10 years old between February of 2015
and February of 2017.

The young victim testified during the trial about each
instance of rape and told the jury she delayed disclosure of
the rapes and molestations because she truly believed as a
young child that she was just a toy and was supposed to be
used for sex in this way. Sadly, the young victim had also
been molested by two other men during her childhood.

It was the final abuse in 2021 by a New Bedford man named
Mario Suy that finally compelled the victim to tell forensic
investigators from the Bristol County Children’s Advocacy
Center about all the abuse she had suffered. Mr. Suy, who is
now 27-years-old, was convicted after a trial last April in
New Bedford District Court of two counts of indecent assault



and battery on a child under the age of 14 and was sentenced
to the county jail in addition to a lengthy probation stint.

The first individual alleged to have sexually assaulted the
child was her great-uncle, Mario Diaz, who was indicted for
rape of a child by a grand jury, but was deported prior to a
trial. The girl was seven-years-old when the first sexual
abuse occurred.

“Sadly both defendants took advantage of their access to this
young victim and sexually assaulted her. I want to thank the
jury for holding both defendants accountable for this
despicable conduct,” District Attorney Quinn said. “I commend
the victim’s courage and fortitude in coming forward and
persevering through these very difficult circumstances. I hope
she can move forward with her life. The state prison sentences
imposed by the court were appropriate.”-Bristol County
District Attorney Thomas M. Quinn III's Office.

Massachusetts nurse pleads
guilty to adulteration of
Fentanyl

“BOSTON — A former nurse pleaded guilty today in federal court
in Boston to adulteration of fentanyl at a local hospital.

Caroline Sheehan, 39, of Lowell, Mass. pleaded guilty to one
count of adulteration of a prescription drug with intent to
defraud and mislead. U.S. District Court Judge Angel Kelley
scheduled sentencing for June 12, 2024. Sheehan was charged by
Information in November 2023.
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While working at a Massachusetts hospital, Sheehan removed a
bag of intravenous fentanyl solution from an automated
dispensing machine. Sheehan used a syringe to remove fentanyl
from the IV bag, injected saline into the bag to replace the
fentanyl she had removed and returned the bag to its drawer in
the machine. A hospital employee removed the IV bag, which
laboratory testing confirmed contained less than the declared
concentration of fentanyl, from the machine before any of the
adulterated fentanyl solution was administered to a patient.
Sheehan later admitted that she had withdrawn fentanyl from
the IV bag and replaced it with saline to avoid getting
caught.

The charge of adulteration of a prescription drug provides a
sentence of no greater than three years in prison, one year of
supervised release and a fine of up to $10,000. Sentences are
imposed by a federal district court judge based upon the U.S.
Sentencing Guidelines and statutes which govern the
determination of a sentence in a criminal case.

Acting United States Attorney Joshua S. Levy; Fernando
McMillan, Special Agent in Charge of the Food and Drug
Administration, Office of Criminal Investigations; Robert
Coviello, Special Agent in Charge of the Department of Health
and Human Services, Office of the Inspector General; and
Robert H. Goldstein, MD, PhD, Commissioner of the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health made the
announcement. Assistant U.S. Attorney Kelly Begg Lawrence,
Chief of the Health Care Fraud Unit is prosecuting the case.”
-Massachusetts Department of Justice.



Thieves 1in one Massachusetts
town break into more than 20
cars 1n one morning

“Good morning, Sudbury Police fielded 20+ reports of car
break-ins yesterday which appeared to have occurred in the
early morning hours of February 18th, possibly late on
February 17th in the Pine Lakes neighborhood off of Hudson
Road.

Circumstances remain under investigation but anyone who may
have camera footage during the hours of darkness depicting
anything suspicious or may have seen something/someone out of
the ordinary please contact the Sudbury Police Department at
(978) 443-1042.

Sudbury is great community which often lulls residents into a
false sense of security hence some do not feel the need to
lock their vehicles and sometimes their houses. We implore all
residents to ALWAYS secure your vehicles as well as your
house! Although perpetrators are typically 1looking for
unlocked vehicles, if high value items are left in plain sight
this may entice one to forcibly gain entry.

Please do not leave valuables in your vehicles, particularly
in plain sight! Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.”-
Sudbury, MA Police Department.
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New Bedford Police Department
respond to overnight shooting

At approximately 11:40pm on Friday night, the New Bedford
Police Department received multiple 911 calls for shots being
fired on Merrimac Street.

Upon arrival, police discovered the street littered with
multiple shell casings and a vehicle that sustained damage
from the gunfire. A perimeter was immediately established and
units began to canvas the surrounding area for suspects.

This 1s a developing story we will update as we get more
details.

Massachusetts men charged
with sexually exploiting
minor, one previously charged
with rape of child

“BOSTON — Two men have been charged in U.S. District Court for
their alleged sexual exploitation of a minor female and
filming the assault.

Michael Lamountain, 41, of Oxford, Mass. and Jalen Latimer,
25, of Woonsocket, R.I., were charged with one count each of
sexual exploitation of a minor. Both defendants are in state
custody on related offenses and will appear in federal court
in Worcester today at noon.
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According to the criminal complaint, on or about July 7, 2022,
Latimer traveled to Oxford where he and Lamountain created
video recordings of themselves sexually exploiting a minor.

Lamountain was previously arrested in August 2023 and
subsequently charged in Worcester Superior Court with rape of
a child; aggravated indecent assault and battery on a child;
depicting minors in sexual conduct; human trafficking of a
minor; possession of child pornography; distribution of child
pornography; and intimidation of a witness. According to court
documents, Latimer was arrested in February 2024 and is facing
charges in Worcester Superior Court of rape of a child,
aggravated indecent assault and battery of a child, human
trafficking of a minor and depicting a minor in sexual
conduct.

The charge of sexual exploitation of a minor provides for a
mandatory minimum sentence of 15 years and up to 30 years in
prison, up to a lifetime of supervised release and a fine of
$250,000. Sentences are imposed by a federal district court
judge based upon the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines and statutes
which govern the determination of a sentence in a criminal
case.

Acting United States Attorney Joshua S. Levy; Jodi Cohen,
Special Agent in Charge of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Boston Division; Worcester Police Chief Paul B.
Saucier; and Oxford Police Chief Michael K. Daniels made the
announcement. Valuable assistance was provided by Rhode Island
State Police and Massachusetts State Police. Assistant U.S.
Attorney Kristen M. Noto of the Worcester Branch Office 1is
prosecuting the case.

This case was brought as part of Project Safe Childhood, a
nationwide initiative to combat the growing epidemic of child
sexual exploitation and abuse, launched in May 2006 by the
Department of Justice. Led by the U.S. Attorneys’ Offices and
the D0J’'s Child Exploitation and Obscenity Section, Project



Safe Childhood marshals federal, state and local resources to
locate, apprehend and prosecute individuals who exploit
children, as well as identify and rescue victims. For more
information about Project Safe Childhood, please visit
https://www.justice.gov/psc.

The details contained in the charging document are
allegations. The defendants are presumed to be innocent unless
and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt in the court
of law.”-Massachusetts Department of Justice.

Fall River shooting victim
succumbs to injuries at New
Bedford’s St. Luke’s
hospital; investigation
ongoing

“The 34-year-old Fall River man who was shot last Friday night
near the intersection of Nashua and Blackstone streets died
yesterday afternoon at Saint Luke’s Hospital in New Bedford.

The death of Joshua Medeiros is now being investigated by our
office as a homicide.

The investigation is being coordinated by Homicide Unit
prosecutor, Russ Eonas, and will be conducted by Massachusetts
State Police detectives assigned to the district attorney’s
office and detectives from the Fall River Police Department.

This 1is an active and ongoing investigation and no further
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information on the facts of the case can be publicly
disseminated at this time.”-Bristol County District Attorney’s
Office.

Video by Carlos Pimental Felix:

Charges filed at New Bedford
District Court for 1inmate

uprising at Bristol County
Sheriff’s Office

“The investigation into the 4/21/2023 inmate uprising at the
Bristol County Sheriff’s Office was concluded several months
ago and charges have been filed with the Bristol County
District Attorney.

DA Quinn has followed through with our recommendation to
prosecute several individuals under Chapter 266 Section 129:
Correctional institutions; injury to property. Section 129. An
inmate of a correctional institution of the commonwealth who
willfully and maliciously destroys or injures the property of
the commonwealth at such correctional institution, or the
property of any person who furnishes materials for the
employment of the prisoners, may be sentenced to the state
prison for not more than three years.

At the time there were about 75 inmates on the housing unit.
We suspected about 15-20 participated in the damage to the
housing unit. We only had video evidence of 5 inmates
destroying BCSO property. The BCSO did not charge more inmates
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under Chapter 266 because we did not feel the charges would
result in a conviction.

I also look forward to releasing video of the 5 inmate’s
behavior while being destructive in the housing unit. It will
show who did what in terms of damage, but it will also show
that the majority of the inmates were not involved with the
destruction. We first need to let this video evidence be
presented to a jury for the first time in court; we don’t want
to undermine the charges by potentially biasing a jury prior
to seeing the video before they see it in court.

The following inmates have all been charged and arraigned 1in
New Bedford District Court.

 Hector Abreau Garcia: 7 Counts
Arraigned on 11/7/23

e Aaron Gagnon: 7 Counts
Arraigned on 1/5/24

e Shane Burnett: 1 Count
Arraigned on 1/23/24

e Norman Dias: 1 Count
Arraigned on 1/5/24

e Jason Frasca: 1 Count
Arraigned on 1/5/24.”-Bristol County Sheriff’s Office.

All photos by the Bristol County Sheriff’s Office:



California Man who smuggled
““gas station heroin” into the
United States from China,
sentenced

“BOSTON — A California man was sentenced yesterday in federal
court in Springfield, Mass. for conspiring to smuggle
tianeptine, a highly-addictive drug that claims to enhance
mood and cognitive functioning, into the United States from
China.

Ryan M. Stabile, 37, of Pasadena, Calif., was sentenced by
U.S. District Court Judge Mark G. Mastroianni to two years in
prison, to be followed by three years of supervised release.
Stabile was also ordered to pay a forfeiture of $1,833,922. In
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September 2023, Stabile pleaded guilty to one count of
conspiracy and two counts of introduction of misbranded drugs
with intent to defraud and mislead.

Massachusetts Department of Justice photo.
“Mr. Stabile knew how addicting and dangerous tianeptine was

and yet it did not stop him from smuggling the illegal drug
into the United States and selling it under false pretenses,”
said Acting United States Attorney Joshua S. Levy. “He
continued to profit off the addiction of others even after he
was indicted.”

“Misbranded and unapproved drugs that are smuggled from
overseas can present a serious health risk to those who buy
and use them. Tianeptine 1s an unsafe drug that 1is not
approved for any use in the United States. All smuggled drugs
carry additional risks of unknown ingredients and unknown
manufacturing conditions,” Fernando McMillan, Special Agent in
Charge of the United States Food and Drug Administration’s
Office of Criminal Investigation. “We will continue to
investigate and bring to justice those who attempt to traffic



in these dangerous, misbranded, and unapproved drug products.”

White resealable packets containing drugs on a table, Stabile
was the owner of Supplements for Work, a company which sold
the misbranded drug tianeptine, commonly known as gas station
heroin, online. Stabile, through his company, marketed
tianeptine as a mood enhancer and claimed that it improved
cognitive functioning and falsely represented that he was
selling tianeptine for research purposes only, even though he
sold tianeptine to individuals for personal use.

Massachusetts Department of Justice photo.

Stabile smuggled tianeptine in multi-kilogram quantities from
China into the United States, importing between 10-15
kilograms of tianeptine per month from a Chinese supplier.
Once received, Stabile divided and repackaged the tianeptine
and resold it on his websites in five-gram, 10-gram and 20-
gram quantities for prices between $55 and $175. Stabile’s
tianeptine sales averaged $250,000 per month and comprised 95
percent of his company’s profits.



Additionally, following his indictment by a federal grand jury
in November 2019, Stabile continued to sell tianeptine on the
internet for several years while on pre-trial release, under a
different company and website called Ultra Vulgar Festival
Drip.

In total, Stabile made at least $2.2 million in illegal
tianeptine sales.

Acting U.S. Attorney Levy and FDA SAC McMillan made the
announcement. Assistant U.S. Attorney Deepika Bains Shukla,
Chief of the Springfield Branch Office prosecuted the case.”-
Massachusetts Department of Justice.

Tianeptine, a highly-addictive drug that claims to enhance
mood and cognitive functioning.



