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Almost one quarter of the cities or towns in Massachusetts are
now designated by the state as being at the highest-risk for
COVID-19 transmission.

In  its  weekly  update  on  municipality-specific  coronavirus
activity, the Department of Public Health said 22 new towns —
Ashland,  Avon,  Boxford,  Chicopee,  Clinton,  Gloucester,
Lynnfield,  Mattapoisett,  Middleborough,  Millville,  Monson,
Norwood,  Raynham,  Rochester,  Scituate,  Seekonk,  Somerset,
Swampscott,  West  Bridgewater,  Westfield,  Westport,  and
Wrentham — have been color-coded red this week, signifying
that the average daily incidence rate is more than eight cases
per 100,000 residents there, while nine communities — Amherst,
Auburn,  Dartmouth,  East  Bridgewater,  Holbrook,  Littleton,
Nantucket, Southborough, and Sunderland — upgraded from the
highest-risk category into the moderate risk category.

The 77 communities that are color-coded red and where the risk
of COVID-19 transmission is highest are: Abington, Acushnet,
Ashland, Attleboro, Avon, Berkley, Boston, Boxford, Brockton,
Buckland, Canton, Chelmsford, Chelsea, Chicopee, Clinton, East
Longmeadow,  Everett,  Fairhaven,  Fall  River,  Framingham,
Gloucester,  Hanover,  Hanson,  Haverhill,  Hingham,  Holliston,
Holyoke, Hudson, Kingston, Lawrence, Leicester, Lowell, Lynn,
Lynnfield,  Malden,  Marlborough,  Marshfield,  Mattapoisett,
Methuen, Middleborough, Middleton, Milford, Millville, Milton,
Monson, New Bedford, North Andover, Norwood, Oxford, Pembroke,
Plymouth,  Randolph,  Raynham,  Revere,  Rochester,  Rockland,
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Saugus, Scituate, Seekonk, Shrewsbury, Somerset, Somerville,
Springfield,  Swampscott,  Tyngsborough,  Wakefield,  Waltham,
Webster, West Bridgewater, West Newbury, Westfield, Westport,
Weymouth, Winthrop, Woburn, Worcester, and Wrentham.

The statewide average daily case rate over the past 14 days
climbed  to  9.2  cases  per  100,000  residents  in  the  weekly
update published Thursday, up from an average of 8.7 cases per
100,000 residents a week ago.


